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Continuities and New Beginnings 

 
Welcome first of all to Marie Moran who joins the editorial team producing this Newsletter. Her active 
involvement is a further sign of how we are taking the Society forward this year. Key Words is appearing 
this month and follows the earlier conference on the New Left and a workshop on New Directions in 
Cultural Materialism hosted by the Society. We look forward to the screening of Colin Thomas’s film 
Border Crossing, and Mike Dibb’s film, The Country and the City, in November. 
 
Re-launching Key Words has proved both challenging and invigorating, as much a debate with the past as 
a new beginning. Its theme both honours Williams’s work and looks forward to new topics for our times, as 
we had intended. All involved deserve thanks and praise for their efforts. As with the Newsletter, a 
particularly heartening aspect of the journal’s re-appearance has been the recruitment of new editors and 
editorial advisors and we look to their energy and ideas to broaden our scope and readership. 
 
Above all, the Newsletter and Key Words, like the conferences, seminars and workshops, depend on the 
support of old and new members. We will thrive if our publications and activities speak to people and if 
they can contribute. In this way we might hope both to re-assess the past and address, however modestly, 
what Williams termed the making of a ‘modern future’. 

 

Peter Brooker, Chair 
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Key Words 5 (Re-launch Issue) Working Spaces 
 

In its first number in 1998, Key Words set out its intention to develop Raymond Williams’s project within 
the terms of a cultural materialism ‘always subject to redefinition’, alert to the historical and social agency 
of language and the role of literary and cultural forms, and institutions. With this present issue, Working 
Spaces, which has been guest edited by Nicola Wilson, we re-launch the journal and renew this project 
 
The articles indicate the strength of current research on the writing of class and its spatial, gendered, and 
textual representations.  The first, by Ruth Livesey, offers a reading of class and class-antagonism in 
Charles Dickens’s last complete novel, Our Mutual Friend (1864-5), written during the time of the Second 
Reform Act. The next two articles, by Nicola Wilson and Joseph Pridmore, focus on popular, though now 
neglected, working-class writers of the interwar period. Wilson looks at the representation of the home in 
the novels of two feminist working-class writers of the 1920s: This Slavery (1925) by Ethel Carnie 
Holdsworth; and Clash (1929) by Ellen Wilkinson. Pridmore’s article examines the representation of 
gender and community in the work of two male working-class writers in the following decade, George 
Garrett’s short story, ‘Firstborn’ (1934) and James Hanley’s 1935 novel Stoker Bush. The next article, by 
Hywell Dix, through a reading of Raymond Williams’s The Country and the City and his detective novel, 
The Volunteers (1978), explores the anti-imperialism of Williams’ work and the often split subjectivity of 
the colonial, and postcolonial, subject. Ian Haywood examines the writing of class in a contemporary 
Scottish context, focusing on representations of working-class space in Magnus Mills’s The Restraint of 
Beasts (1998). The final article, by Tracey Potts, offers a sociological and class-based study of how the 
current rhetoric of ‘respectability’ centred upon the injunction to ‘keep things tidy’ affects the design and 
lived experience of an individual’s interior space. The volume concludes with the edited transcript of a 
unique, wide-ranging and moving interview with Richard Hoggart, in which he reflects on his own career, 
the emergence of Cultural Studies, and the role of the public intellectual in the late twentieth century. 
 
This re-launch of Key Words begins with a new Editorial Group and Advisory Board and coincides with a 
newly constituted executive committee of the Raymond Williams Society, presently based primarily at the 
University of Nottingham and Nottingham Trent University, which hosts the Raymond Williams Centre. 
The new Editorial Group includes Peter Brooker, Macdonald Daly, Claire Jowitt, Angela Kershaw, John 
Lucas, Sean Matthews and Stan Smith. 
Please send articles for consideration and ideas for prospective special issues to Peter Brooker at the 
Department of Cultural Studies, the University of Nottingham, email: Peter.Brooker@nottingham.ac.uk. 
Books for review should be sent to Stan Smith, School of Arts and Humanities, Nottingham Trent 
University, Clifton Campus, Nottingham, email: Stan.Smith@ntu.ac.uk  

 

 

THE END OF THE RAYMOND WILLIAMS COMMUNITY PUBLISHING PRIZE ? 
 
The Arts Council England has announced that it is ‘unable to maintain’ the Raymond Williams Community 
Publishing Prize and that its future is uncertain. The prize, for the best work issued by a local non-profit 
making community or workers writing publisher, was founded in 1989. Since that date it has celebrated a 
wide range and diversity of books from around England. As we noted in the first Newsletter the 2005 prize 
went to The Monkey’s Typewriter’ by Willesden Green Writers Workshop in North London and published 
by Willesden Green Library.  
 
The ACE says that it will no longer award the prize ‘partly as a result of the fact that our principal partner 
on the prize, the Federation of Worker Writers and Community Publishers (FWWCP) has gone into 
liquidation.’  
 
The Editors invite comment and suggestions on the publishing prize which has for many years 
encouraged 'writing from below' and enabled community access of state funds.  Our minimum proposal is 
that the Newsletter be a campaigning voice for the prize's continuation, however we would welcome 
proposals for saving the prize and finding a new sponsoring organisation. 

newsletter@raymondwilliams.co.uk/ 
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The Logic of Identity in Contemporary Capitalism 
 
The aim of my research is to investigate and evaluate the recent, widespread deployment of identity as a 
category of analysis and practice within contemporary capitalism. It is not a thesis about ‘identities’, as 
they are now understood as social categories (e.g. gender, ethnicity, sexuality) but instead about how we 
theorize, talk about and use the category identity itself, as a particular, historically specific way of framing 
and shaping concerns about the self, the social and their inter-relation. Examining evolving meanings and 
uses of the category identity across political, academic and popular sites

1
, I ask how and in what ways the 

new salience of the category identity is connected to the social world of late capitalism.  
 
I begin, firstly, by conceptualizing identity as a contemporary ‘keyword’, whose problems of meaning are 
bound up with the social and political formations it is used to discuss. This allows us to trace changes in 
both sense and reference of the term: while identity has increasingly been used to refer to both social 
categories and the idea of subjectivity, its meanings have also undergone some changes, and it becomes 
important to ask what happens to our theoretical and practical understandings of social categories and 
subjectivity when they are refracted through the analytical and popular apparatus of identity. What I find is 
that where identity connotes appearance, identification and distinction, its deployment across political, 
academic and popular sites works in a way which suits a capitalist dynamic, providing opportunity for the 
development of niche markets, and prioritizing the idea of difference over that of a common humanity. 
This is complicated, however, as the concept of identity also has strong normative purchase in everyday 
life; it is demonstrably linked with dignity, well-being, community, and respect (for self and others) and has 
significant mobilizing potential in this regard.  As with all keywords, these connotative tensions are 
‘masked by the nominal continuity of the term’, and in everyday life, politics and academia, struggles over 
the value of identity rest upon divergent but often unarticulated assumptions about what precisely is at 
stake when we deploy the concept in various forms of practice. 
 
A cultural materialist approach suggests that we consider these tensions, not as inherently contradictory, 
polarizing or something to be philosophically ‘solved’, but as a valuable resource for grasping the complex 
relations between how we understand ourselves, what is valued politically and socially, and how these 
values and beliefs are operationalized within a capitalist frame.  Because cultural materialism understands 
social relations to be articulated through rather than determined by capitalism, and sees political potential 
in the ‘ordinary’ practices of everyday life, this removes the impetus to align oneself with either a political 
economy which dismisses identity as epiphenomenal and representative of a diversion of critical energies 
away from capital and class; or with a cultural studies which vigorously defends the political centrality of 
identity.  Recognizing the potential for meaning-making and creative resistance within everyday life, while 
at the same time attending to the workings of social structures and their reproduction in the quotidian, 
opens up understandings of how the category identity may be used in certain sites and forms of practice 
as a mode of resistance, and how in others, it can become part of a capitalist dynamic. The question 
which remains, and which I want to ask, is whether there is a particular logic to the use of the category of 
identity within a capitalist frame, such that those meanings that are functional to the requirements of 
capital become increasingly dominant, and trump other, more politically progressive meanings and uses.  
 
The problems I am currently faced with include: how I might combine the sociology of Bourdieu with the 
cultural materialism of Williams; whether it is plausible or useful to think in terms of a ‘logic’ of identity 
within capitalism; and if so, how this logic of identity relates to or is manifest in the practices of everyday 
life. One of the ways of dealing with these inter-related problems might be to examine how different 
meanings of identity operate as part of the ‘structure of feeling’ and/or the ‘habitus’, and to use this 
analytical apparatus to bridge the gap from changes within the practices of everyday life to changes in the 
cultural political economy of contemporary capitalism.  I would gratefully welcome any comments or 
suggestions in this regard, or more generally in relation to the possibilities or problems of carrying out a 
cultural materialist analysis of the category of identity. Please send any comments to marie.moran@ucd.ie  
 
Marie Moran 

                                                      
1
 This analytic framework (category of analysis, category of practice and field of practice) draws on the work of 

Pierre Bourdieu, cf. ‘The Logic of Practice’ (1990) and ‘Outline of a Theory of Practice’ (1977). 
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Who Speaks For Wales? 
 
Daniel Williams of the University of Wales, Swansea, discusses the making of his study Who Speaks for 
Wales? Nation, Culture, Identity (University of Wales Press, 2003) and failures of understanding 
addressed in the book. 
 
As Raymond Williams often attested, academic books can emerge from the very different worlds of 
personal experience and emotion. As an undergraduate in the early 90s, I found Williams’s attention in 
Keywords to the ways in which the development of language created strata of meaning in the historical 
record, and his sense of the continual struggle between contested meanings of single words in the 
present, offered a means of making sense of my own experiences as the speaker of a global language 
(English) and of a language struggling for its existence (Welsh). To then find, later, that Williams had 
himself written extensively on the meaning of his Welshness, was consistent in his support for the Welsh 
language, and had placed the activities of Cymdeithas yr Iaith (The Welsh Language Society) in the 
context of a New Left activism that embraced ‘Black Power in the United States, civil rights in Ulster…the 
student movement and women’s liberation’, seemed to reinforce the connection.   
 
What I then found was that the Williams that I was encountering in the accounts of his life and views bore 
little resemblance to the Williams I was reading in posthumous collections such as Resources of Hope 
and What I Came to Say.  For John Higgins, for example, Williams was ‘constitutively blind to the politics 
of race and gender, and the dynamics of imperialism’, a view reinforced by Rajagopalan Radhakrishnan 
who described Williams as  ‘incapable of dealing with the subtle nuances of the politics of location’.  
Similarly, Benita Parry was puzzled by Williams’s ‘English provincialism’, while Edward Said commented 
on his ‘stubborn Anglocentrism’.  Laura Chrisman was typical of many in lamenting the ‘insularly English’ 
focus of Williams’s work and, more damningly, the editors of an American collection of Black British 
Cultural Studies drew on Paul Gilroy to describe Williams as sharing an ‘ideological posture’ with 
‘postindustrial English conservative racism and nationalism’. 
 
My introduction to Who Speaks for Wales? sought to revise aspects of Gilroy’s critique (whilst registering 
the force of some of his accusations), and in collecting Williams’s theoretical writings on Wales into one 
volume I was hoping to prove that the charges of Anglocentrism and English insularity could be more 
justifiably applied to Williams’s contemporary critics who consistently ignored his remarkable writings on 
Wales; writings where questions of ‘location, position and travel’ are at the centre of - rather than being 
absent from - his work, and where Wales is used as a base from which to engage with the politics of race 
and nationhood.  Part of the problem seemed to be that Williams began to explore the meaning of his 
Welsh experience in his fiction, allowing for a convenient distinction to be made between the ‘international’ 
cultural critic and the ‘regional’ novelist. I hope that Who Speaks for Wales puts an end to this misleading 
fallacy. 
   
The collection has generated a fair amount of discussion and response in Wales, while barley a squeak 
has been heard east of Offa’s Dyke. This is perhaps to be expected. In reviewing Christopher Hitchens’s 
Orwell’s Victory in the TLS, Philip French saw fit to dismiss Williams as a ‘devious windbag’. This is the 
kind of phrase that has been applied to Lloyd George, Aneurin Bevan, Neil Kinnock and many others. I 
guess it’s good to know that at least some English critics are now aware of Williams’s Welshness!  
 
Daniel Williams 
Assistant Director  
Centre for Research into the English Literature and Language of Wales 
Who Speaks for Wales? Nation, Culture, Identity (University of Wales Press, 2003). 
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New Directions for Cultural Materialism 
 
The Raymond Williams Society round-table discussion, ‘New Directions for Cultural Materialism’, was held 
at the University of Nottingham’s London premises at Berners Street on the Fourth of July 2007. Chairing 
the meeting were Peter Brooker and Steve Woodhams. Long-time RWS stalwart Professor Mike Rustin 
opened the proceedings with a speech about the continuing relevance of Williams’s work today, and 
expressed the view that Williams may indeed be of increasing importance in the face of troubling changes 
to schooling and higher education systems.  
 
This was followed by a paper from Liz Allen, scholar of Williams’ novels who recently completed her thesis 
on that subject. Her discussion on motifs of treachery and exculpatory narratives within William’s fiction 
revealed insights into the author’s mixed feelings over his self-imposed displacement from class and 
family. After this, Joseph Pridmore’s paper examined two stories by little-known working-class writers of 
the 1930s, looking at them from a more gendered perspective than is common in Williams’s writing. 
 
After a short break the round-table resumed with Hywell Dix, who spoke on the implicit parallel drawn by 
Raymond Williams between the break up of empire and break up of Britain drawing on The Volunteers, 
and The Country and the City. His analysis of these works highlighted the way in which politics and 
literature interweave in Williams’s writing, particularly in the context of modern Wales.  Time constraints 
meant that the final paper by Nick Stevenson had to be cut short, but Professor Stevenson was still able 
to provide an interesting insight into The Long Revolution and its complex relationship with the numerous 
revolutionary ideas surrounding Williams. Professor Rustin then closed the round-table with a summation 
of the different themes the day had dwelled upon, and made suggestions for further study into these 
areas. Although the conference was not attended by many, it nonetheless allowed for an informative and 
stimulating exchange of perspectives on Raymond Williams’s intellectual legacy. 
 
Joseph Pridmore 
 
 

About Raymond Williams: Critical Perspectives, (eds. Lawrence Grossberg, Roman 
Horak, Monika Seidl), arises from a Conference held in 2006 in Vienna.  A number of papers 
from the Conference have been augmented by further contributions from which the new book is 
being compiled.  Publication is planed for 2008 and the Newsletter will carry full details in its 
spring issue.    
 
Contributors and contents 
Paul Gilroy, Culture, Terror and Clashing Civilisations  
Udo Göttlich, Cultural Studies and Common Culture: Raymond William's Approach  
towards Media Cultural Studies 
Lawrence Grossberg, Cultural Studies in Search of Modernities 
John Higgins, Keywords – War of the Wor(l)ds  
H. Gustav Klaus, Williams and Ecology 
Morag Shiach, 956/2006: Raymond Williams and the Politics of Dissent 
John Storey, "All Forms of Signification": Raymond Williams and Cultural Studies 
Rainer Winter, Raymond Williams and the Critique of Everyday Life 
Georgiana Banita (Konstanz/Yale), Raymond Williams: Modern Tragedy in the New Media 
Ana Clara Birrento (University of Evora, Portugal 
Raymond Williams - to study novel as a knowable community)  
Hywel Rowland Dix, The Pedagogy of Cultural Materialism: Paulo Freire and Raymond Williams 
Clara Masnatta, Raymond Williams in the South Atlantic 
Gilbert B. Rodman, Cultural Studies Is Ordinary 
Christopher Joseph Westgate, ‘Communications’ through Pedagogy: Williams goes to school 
Stephen Woodhams, The 1968 May Day Manifesto 
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SHORT NOTICES 
 

RAYMOND WILLIAMS SOCIETY 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SATURDAY 17 NOVEMBER 
BIRKBECK 

 
The Society's AGM will take place following the Society’s film screenings event at Birkbeck (see back 
cover).  On behalf of the Executive Committee the Editors of the Newsletter would like to extend an 
invitation to all members and interested persons to the AGM where a buffet will be available.  Any person 
interested in standing for the Committee or Society Officer should contact the Secretary Sean Matthews at  
sean.matthews@nottingham.ac.uk.  A provisional Agenda for the AGM can be found at the Society’s 

website, http://www.raymondwilliams.co.uk/  

 
PLEASE NOTE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL WILL BE DUE FROM THE AGM  

 
 

The Irish Life-Writing Archive 
Many Irish people - and people connected with Ireland - have written (or are writing) about their lives. 
This is Irish 'Life-Writing'. University College Dublin is launching the Ireland Life-Writing Archive which 
will collect as much of this material as possible.  The archive will include life stories/autobiographies; 
personal memoirs; diaries; travel writing; biographical fictions and any other material recounting the 
experiences of Irish people at home or abroad, or of Ireland's new citizens from other lands. The Ireland 
Life-Writing Archive invites anyone who has written (or who has access to) reminiscences or life-
accounts to join them in their project of preserving and archiving this valuable material. Material may be 
of any length, and in any written form or language. It does not matter how 'old' or 'unliterary' the material 
may be - everything is of value to the archive.   

For further details contact: Prof. Andrew Carpenter, The Ireland Life-Writing Archive, School of English 
and Drama, UCD Belfield, Dublin 4, Ireland. 
http://www.ucd.ie/englishanddrama/researchprojects/life_writing_archive.htm 
Tel.: (00353)1-716 8792 Email: Andrew.Carpenter@ucd.ie 
 
 

Wole Soyinka at the Hay Festival 
The Nobel Prize-winning author Wole Soyinka gave the 2007 Raymond Williams Lecture at the Hay 
Literature Festival in May. Entitled ‘Writing On The Wall Of Silence’, it dealt with issues of writing and free 
speech with particular reference to contemporary Africa. Robert Mugabe was described as having a 
‘Samson complex’, not being prepared to relinquish power until his death and intending to bring down the 
ramparts with him. Soyinka also condemned the iniquity and hubris of events in East Germany, Benin, 
Ethiopia and Darfur, but saw some hope in the activities of writers and artists, for example in Israel and 
among North Korean dissidents. In an aside, he also noted how T.S. Eliot had stolen and misquoted in 
The Waste Land the Yoruba saying, ‘That corpse that you buried in your garden: its toes have begun to 
poke through.’ 

 
Study Guatemala 
Issue Two carried a notice and remembrance of Charles Swann.  Charles supported a charity much in 
keeping with the ethos of learning and liberation and the Newsletter is pleased to promote a project likely 
to be of interest to many readers.  Study Guatemala is a Registered charity which provides free education 
to disadvantaged children in Guatemala City, Central America.  If you are interested in supporting this 
project in any way, either by fundraising or voluntary work, please contact us. 
Phil Melling, Chairman, Study Guatemala (Registered Charity No: 1099834) 
Tel: (00-44) 1792-465358  e-mail:  philmelling@studyguatemala.com 
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PUBLICATIONS 

 

 

RAYMOND WILLIAMS  

A WARRIOR’S TALE 
Dai Smith 
 

Parthian Books 
The Old Surgery, Napier Street, Cardigan, SA43 1ED 
parthianbooks@yahoo.co.uk  t. 01267 676633 
 
Pub: 2008 
Hardback   216 x 140mm 
450pp 
ISBN 978 1 905762 569 
£25 
 

Distributed by Central Books  t. 0845 458 9911 

 

 

'authorised biography'  

 

 
 
 
 
 
CRITICAL QUARTERLY’S ‘KEYWORDS’ SPECIAL ISSUES 
The journal Critical Quarterly is publishing two special issues inspired by Raymond Williams’ Keywords. 
The first is vol 49 no 1, published in March this year. It contains five articles devoted to the Keywords 
theme. Following, ‘Four Ways to Look at a Keyword’, an introduction by Sylvia Adamson and Alan Durant, 
Katie Wales writes on ‘Media’, Danny Karlin on ‘I Want You’, Philip Durkin on ‘Keywords revisited: 
personality and person in the light of the third edition of the OED’ and Kathryn L. Allen on ‘Excellence: a 
new keyword for education?’  The previous issue (vol 48 no 4, November 2006) included ‘Raymond 
Williams’ Keywords: investigating meanings ‘offered, felt for, tested, confirmed, asserted, qualified, 
changed’ by Alan Durant.  In 2008 the journal will include further Keywords in vol. 50 no 1.  
The editor of Critical Quarterly is Colin MacCabe, who can be contacted at  maccabe@pitt.edu 
 
 

Added extras: 
John Eldridge. ‘Beyond 2000 – Remembering Raymond Williams. Fifth Estate Online

1
 

 
Angel Lu. ‘Teaching Literature to the pop Generation: Raymond Williams in Action’. International Journal 
of the Humanities. Vol 4 no 10  pp27-32.  
 
Eric C. Walker. ‘The Long Revolution of Raymond Williams: Culture and Society Fifty Years On’. 
Wordsworth Circle. March 2006 
 

                                                      
1
 An extract from this article is reprinted on page 10 
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FUTURE EVENTS 
 

SOUNDINGS SEMINARS 
‘Cultures of Capitalism’  

Marx House, 37a Clerkenwell Green, London EC1 
 

23 November: Cultures of Capitalism 
Stuart Hall, Jonathan Rutherford, Gilane Tawadros 

 
14 December: Re-imagining Individual Life 

Zygmunt Bauman, Jo Littler 
 

18 January: Understanding Society and Remaking Politics 
Beatrix Campbell, Michael Rustin, Richard Sennett 

 
22 February: The Financialisation of Capitalism 
Doreen Massey, Andrew Glyn, John Christensen 

www.lwbooks.co.uk/seminar2.html 
 
 
 

DEUTSCHER, SOCIALISM and HISTORICAL MATERIALISM 
 

The 4
th
 annual Historical Materialism Conference held in conjunction with the Isaac and Tamara 

Deutscher Prize Committee and the Socialist Register will take place between the 9
th
 and 11

th
 of 

November 2007 at the School of Oriental and Asian Studies in Central London. 
 

Among the strands of the Conference will be: 
Gramsci’s contribution to Marxism 

The significance of Marx’s Grundrisse 
The Russian and Spanish revolutions 

Contemporary debates on labour 
Current issues in political economy with cross country/regional analysis 

Critical film studies 
 

A list of confirmed speakers and further details are available from  
historicalmaterialism@soas.ac.uk 

 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES SEMINAR 

Market Values: The Privatisation of Choice 

A Discussion of Labour’s privatisation project and the prospect of a democratic alternative 
Tuesday, 25

th
 November, 7pm 

The Union Tavern, 52 Lloyd Baker Street, London WC2 
Free Admission 

Speakers 
Allyson Pollock, Professor of Health Policy, University College London 

Heather Wakefield, National Officer of Unison 
 

Signs of the Times is an independent self-financed collective that exists to provide a space for open 
discussion on the left, addressing contemporary issues of politics and culture. For further details see 

www.signsofthetimes.org.uk 
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RAPHAEL SAMUEL MEMORIAL LECTURE 2007 
 

Annette Kuhn: ‘Snow White in the 1930s’ 
Followed by a reception with wine 

Preceded by a panel workshop with screenings on the theme : 
Going To The Pictures: Cinema-Going in the Twentieth Century Britain 

 
30 November 6pm – 7.30pm 

Bishopsgate Institute, 230 Bishopsgate London EC2M 4QH 
raphael-samuel.org.uk/Centre/events.htm 

 
 

THE 11TH EDINBURGH INDEPENDENT RADICAL BOOK FAIR 
Wednesday 24th to Sunday 28th of October 2007 

Out of the Blue Drill Hall, 30-38 Dalmeny Street, Edinburgh, EH6 8RG, Scotland, UK. 
 

∗ Nawal El Saadawi to open event 

∗Confirmed speakers include Helene Cixous 

∗All welcome, admission free 
 

The Radical Book fair is organized by Word Power Books.  Word Power Books is an independent 
bookshop which specializes in radical books and which is committed to egalitarian social change. Their 

world-wide online service is an alternative to corporate bookshops that refuse to allow their workers to join 
trade unions. For further information on the book fair and on Word Power Books, see 

http://www.word-power.co.uk 

 
 
 

Television Beyond 2000 
This is an extract from an article by John Eldridge in the web-journal Fifth Estate Online. The article 
discusses the continuing relevance of three books – Communications, Television: Technology and 
Cultural Form and, here, Towards 2000, published in 1985.  
 
One of the central intellectual tasks [Williams] set himself in Towards 2000 was to critique what he saw as 
the unholy combination of technological determinism and cultural pessimism… This masked the 
possibilities of a different social and cultural order: 
‘What was being addressed was a real development of universal distribution and of unprecedented 
opportunities for genuine and diverse cultural exchange. What was ideologically inserted was a model of 
homogenised humanity consciously served from two or three centres: the monopolising corporations and 
the elite metropolitan intellectuals. One practiced the homogenisation , the other theorised it. Each found 
its false grounds in the technologies which had “changed and opened up the world, and brought it 
together”. But nothing in the technologies led to this theory or practice. The real forces which produced 
both, not only in culture but in the wider areas of social, economic and political life, belonged to the 
dominant capitalist order in its paranational phase. But this was the enemy that could not be named 
because its money was being taken.’ (Towards 2000, p.143). 
 
…..Williams was in no doubt as to the seriousness of the situation. At the end of the book we find him 
writing about Plan X, a new politics of strategic advantage. This politics thinks about the future but it 
operates on an undercurrent of pessimism. While those engaged in this kind of politics may speak the 
language of ‘solutions’ or ‘stabilities’, and deploy the arts of public relations to expound this, their real 
politics is based on an acceptance of an indefinite continuation of extreme danger and crisis. We can 
remind ourselves that all this was written before 9/11 and the war on terror, before Kyoto and the current 
concerns over climate change, before the war in Iraq and its continuing repercussions. When he 
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concluded that the social and cultural conditions for the adoption of Plan X, as the only possible strategy 
for the future, were very powerful indeed, he knew whereof he spoke. Against this he pointed to the social 
movements concerned with peace, the environment and feminism, grounded in a sense of our common 
humanity, as well as new activity in theatre, film, community writing and publishing. Slender though they 
may sometimes appear to be they do exist to challenge what now most controls and constrains us. The 
search for answers, hard answers, will be difficult and call for the exercise of individual and collective 
energy. We will need to call on our emotional and intellectual capacities. There is a learning, there is a 
sharing and there is a making of new possibilities. 

 

 

Visit the Society website 

The Raymond Williams Society website is at http://www.raymondwilliams.co.uk/. The website is 
the first place to look for up-to-date information on the society and the events it sponsors and 
promotes (try the ‘Forthcoming Events’ link on the homepage). You can also contact us via the 
website and send us information on any event you think we should be associated with. Other 
facilities on the site allow you to make a donation, to join our mailing list and to access an 
archive of materials. It is also possible to pay annual membership fees online via the site’s 
‘Membership of the Society’ link (there is currently a special offer on 2007 
membership whereby we send you two copies of Key Words instead of one) and to buy 
copies of the Society’s publications likewise (via the ‘Publications’ link). 
Full electronic texts of issues 1 and 3 of Key Words are available free of charge on Society’s  
website, http://www.raymondwilliams.co.uk/ 

 

Your Newsletter 
Responses to any items in the Newsletter are welcomed by the editors together with 

suggestions for future items. The next issue of the Newsletter is planned for September and 
contributions in the form of notices, articles, reviews and photographs should be sent as early as 

possible to the editors at 
newsletter@raymondwilliams.co.uk/ 

 
 

 
 

HOW TO JOIN  
 

Membership of the Raymond Williams Society is by Annual Subscription.  
The rates are £10 waged and £5 unwaged / students. 

There are two ways of paying: 
1. via the Society website where a PayPal facility is available. 

2. by cheque made out to ‘Raymond Williams Society’ and sent to: 
Steve Woodhams, 103 Coopers Lane, London, E10 5DG 

Membership enquiries should be addressed to: membership@raymondwilliams.co.uk/ 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DUE FROM THE AGM 17 NOVEMBER 2007 
 
This Newsletter is published twice a year. The next issue will appear in Spring 2008. 
Please send items for inclusion to: newsletter@raymondwilliams.co.uk/ 
Newsletter editors: Dave Laing, Marie Moran and Steve Woodhams 
Typeset and printed by John Goodridge 
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Presents the celebrated films 
 

* 

 

Border Crossing 
Winner of the Jury Award at last year's Celtic Film and Television Festival. 

Speaker: the Producer 

Colin Thomas 
 

* 

 

The Country and the City 
Written and presented by Raymond Williams, based on his classic book of cultural history. 

Speaker: the Producer/Director 

Mike Dibb 
 

* 

 

BIRKBECK 
Malet Street WCIE 

2pm Saturday 17 November 
 
* 
 

Buffet 
and 

Raymond Williams Society AGM 
 

ALL WELCOME 

* 
Born and brought up in Wales Colin Thomas is the Winner of three BAFTA Cymru Best Documentary awards, two 

Best Indy Awards from RTS West and a Prix Europa.  Series include C4's The Dragon has Two Tongues, Reel Truth 
and BBC's Excalibur and Blood and Belonging. 

 
Forty years of distinguished directing, Mike Dibb's films include the BBC series Ways of Seeing John Berger (BAFTA 
Award 1972), The Miles Davis Story, which won an international EMMY award in 2001 and Edward Said: The Last 

Interview. 

 
Full details and directions at: 

   www.raymondwilliamssociety.co.uk 
or email Stephen at parmod.w@ntlworld.com 


