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Moving on from Jarndyce and Jarndyce…  
 

The Raymond Williams Memorial Fund (RWMF) has celebrated 20 years  with another fine 
annual residential week-end Resources of Hope  (see report in this Newsletter).  Each year 
since 1988, the Fund has helped ensure maximum numbers for the residential WEA courses.  
The RWMF has had a bigger celebration more recently, in July this year,  when after an 
extraordinary legal saga the Fund  grew from just £2k  to  nearer £200k   (currently £187,000 
in the bank, with more to come).    
 
Former WEA and Wedgwood Memorial College (WMC) student, Dudley Pretty (DP),  died in 
July 2003, bequeathing his whole estate to RWMF.  The reason why it took five years for the 
bequest to reach RWMF I prefer to pass over except just to say here that those who 
challenged the Will were not family members but a handful of senior educationalists and their 
lawyers who argued that DP really wanted his bequest to go direct to WMC.  Following  
decision in the Chancery High Court on 23

rd
 June 08 when the Judge ruled that DP’s estate 

was left ‘quite clearly’ to RWMF, at the Court Hearing on costs (3 July 08) the same Judge 
commented “This case is a particularly unattractive one which has unpleasant echoes of 
Jarndyce & Jarndyce…”.  The Judge had made clear his view that the legal costs (half the 
value of the estate) were ‘horrific’ and he awarded costs in favour of RWMF, requiring the 
Executor (former Principal of WMC) and her local authority employer (indemnifying the 
executor) to pay costs ensuring that RWMF received the above substantial bequest.  The 
Judge concluded his legal summary on the case:  “This is not Jarndyce and Jarndyce, we 
have moved on…”  
 
So, with that behind us the trustees of RWMF held a Special General Meeting on 23/24

th
 

August for trustees and members confidently to look to the future.  The first decision at this 
residential SGM, was to change our name from RWMF to RWF dropping Memorial and 
changing Fund to Foundation (conveying the idea of a solid base on which we can build…).     
Our application for RWF’s registration as a Charity is in hand, with clear continuity from 
RWMF charitable aims.    
 
We completed a formidable agenda during our 24-hour residential meeting, John Kay, also a 
long-time member of RWS, proving an excellent Chair.  What follows is just a provisional 
summary of work-in-progress.  Banking and investment decisions are in hand, with the aim 
that RWF will spend just the income annually. Even so, that means that we will have at least 
thirty times more to spend each year than did RWMF, with the aim too of increasing our funds 
through membership, both individual and associate, donations and bequests.  The detail of 
this is being worked through as are our plans for promotion, publicity, advertising and website.  
Our partnership with the WEA and the WMC remains central but, financially strengthened, 
and we discussed a range of options for educational programmes we may support.  We will 
also be able to consolidate our symbiotic relationship with RWS, and other organisations.  
 
The options we have on our current short-list for a development programme include: WEA 
and other residential and day schools at WMC, notably more bursary support for our annual 
RW weekend along with, maybe, Thomas Paine, William Morris, Spanish Civil War 
residentials; ditto, elsewhere in the UK; a suitable DP film-studies w/end (Dudley was 
something of a film-buff);  a major multiple-funded week-long residential project involving 
parents and students from a tough SoT City School on Drama and Music; trade union 
education; support for net-working the Study Circle project and principle; potential support for 
residential-library collections at WMC,  Burton Manor College and elsewhere.  
 
Our May 2009 AGM will be crucial, consolidating the RWF and all this. You will be kept 
informed on developments meanwhile if you would like any further information on 
RWMF/RWF please contact me anytime.  
   
Derektatton@btinternet.com     
Administrator, RWF..     
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The Working Class Movement Library 
 
The Working Class Movement Library is a unique treasure house of books, pamphlets, 
newspapers, objects and archival material. The collection reflects the rich history, 
experiences, struggles, aspirations and talents of the working people of this country.  It shows 
the important part played by the trade union and labour movement in shaping modern society. 
The Library is open to everyone, and we are keen to ensure that as many people as possible 
know of it as a valuable resource. 
 
Edmund and Ruth Frow founded the library in their house in Old Trafford, Manchester in the 
1950s; both were active in the trade union movement. In 1987 the library moved to its present 
home in The Crescent in Salford, Jubilee House, which was originally a nurses’ home.   
 
The emphasis of the collection is on British history, and in tribute to the role played by Salford, 
Manchester and surrounding towns in the shaping of industrial society and the creation of the 
world's first industrial working class there is a great deal of material directly relating to the 
region.  The earliest items date from the 1760s. The records of the various Brushmaker 
societies, deposited at the WCML by the GMB union, include some of the earliest trade union 
documents to have survived – dating from the 1820s.  WCML now contains more than 30,000 
books and 200,000 pamphlets plus archives, journals, cartoons, posters, photographs, 
banners and badges.   
 
Our collection spans politics of all shades, social conditions, education and agriculture; also 
local histories, reports of trials, dissertations, biographies and autobiographies, novels on 
social themes and working class plays, poetry and songs.  WCML is rich in material on topics 
such as Chartism, the Peterloo Massacre and the 1926 General Strike, as seen from the 
angle of ‘history from below‘.   
 
Our holdings include the cultural alongside the political, such as material from all aspects of 
Salford songwriter and activist Ewan MacColl's political and artistic life.  We are also very 
pleased to house the archive of Jim Allen, Manchester-born socialist writer who made a major 
contribution to television drama and film over several decades from the 1960s on. Other 
literary figures featured in our collection include Lancashire working-class writer Ethel Carnie 
Holdsworth, 1886-1962, and editor of anarchist periodicals Guy Aldred, 1886-1963. 
 
The library also has archival holdings of Manchester Unity Theatre, which was formed in 1944 
by a group of Manchester socialists with an interest in the theatre. Unity Theatre was founded 
in London in the mid-1930s, and over the next few years local groups were formed throughout 
the UK. Their main objective was the provision of entertainment that reflected the labour 
movement's struggle for socialism.  In the period from 1944 to 1960, Manchester Unity was 
responsible for at least 95 productions, some written by members of its own writers' group.  
Our collection includes scripts, correspondence and bulletins.  
 
Our enquiry service is free of charge, tel: 0161 736 3601; email: enquiries@wcml.org.uk.  So 
too is access to the library reading room. Visitors are very welcome but are encouraged to 
contact us in advance to make an appointment as almost all the material needs to be fetched, 
it’s not on public display.  We are very happy to offer group tours to see the collection – again, 
please contact us to arrange a time. 
 
Further details at www.wcml.org.uk – although please note that our Web site does not yet 
give a full flavour of the treasures which we are proud to hold. 
 

       Lynette Cawthra, Library Manager, WCML 
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Writers in Their Landcsape 
 
On Saturday 12 July 2008, the first of Academi’s Writers in their Landscape literary 
tours followed the steps of Raymond Williams. Prof. Dai Smith gave a moving, 
riveting and entertaining lecture to a group of around 70 people on the great writer, 
thinker and teacher, at the old Boys’ Grammar School, which Williams had attended.  
 
A guided walk which stops and talks through Williams’ Pandy was led by Dr John 
Pikoulis, and assisted by local historian Richard Davies. The birthplace was visited 
and the walk through the village, along the railway line between Abergavenny and 
Hereford, and across meadows described vividly in Border Country and the site of 
the signal box where Williams’ father was signal man, and the Station Master’s house 
evoked the 1920s' world.  
 
Refreshments followed at Allt yr Ynys a Sixteenth Century Manor House, once home 
of the ambitious and influential Cecil family, situated at the confluence of Honddu and 
Monnow. The tour concluded with a memorable visit to the grave of Williams in 
Clodock Churchyard where Dai Smith paid a moving and final tribute to Williams, and 
to the ancient church of Clodock.  
 
By Avril Cooper – Tour attendee 
 
The final tour in the 2008 Writers in the Landscape series visited Llangarron on 
Saturday 6 September to explore the landscape of Margiad Evans (1909-1958), 
whose novel Country Dance in reviewed on page 9.  For more information on the 
Writers in the Landscape series of tours contact Academi on 02920 472266 / 
post@academi.org / www.academi.org  
 
 

 
Dai Smith 
Raymond Williams:A Warrior's Tale      
 

now available in paperback 
£12.99 
Parthian Books 
ISBN 978 1 905762 996 

 
 
 
 
 
                www.parthianbooks.co.uk 
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Merryn Williams, Eric Hobsbawm and Dai Smith 
Birkbeck 10 May 2008 

 
The following are highlights from reviews of the recent biography together with references 
of where reviews may be found.  The Editors would like to express their thanks to 

Parthian for permission to republish the quotes. 
 
The Guardian Book of the Week Saturday 24 May 2008 
the biographer's greatest achievement is to find his own discerning route through 
what often seems to be a jungle of contradiction.... This is a worthwhile book and a 
very good one... Smith does especially well to illustrate with new and formidable 
evidence that Williams's enduring appeal is down to his democratic instincts of 
generosity 
David Hare 
 
Dai Smith has indeed produced a seminal biography… sheds new and revealing 
light… deftly managed to move beyond the particulars, to communicate a profound 
sense of how…his subject’s life was experienced. 
Daniel G Williams Open Democracy 
 
It is a remarkable piece of work and will henceforth be essential to the 
understanding of the making of Raymond Williams 
Eric Hobsbawm 

 
A Superb Biography  
Terry Eagleton, The Guardian 
 
Further reviews: 
Gareth Miles, Golwg, 12 June 2008, p25 
Mike Birtwhistle, Barn, August 2008, p78 
Ned Thomas, Planet, August/September 2008, p11 
Illtyd Harrington, 'Class warrior who became an academic literary giant', Camden 
New Journal Review, 3 July 2008  
Terry Eagleton, New Welsh Review, 82 Winter 2008 
Stefan Collini, 'Upwards and Onwards', London Review of Books, 31 July 2008 
Stephen Woodhams, The Literary Encyclopedia http://www.litencyc.com 
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Resources of Hope 
 
This weekend could look back on a track-record, filling this residential College with 
mainly older adults, at which lecturers had included:  Christopher Hill, Raphael 
Samuel, Graham Martin, Stuart Hall, Dorothy Thompson, and Phillip Whitehead.  Joy 
Williams had been an early supporter and participant.  For this 20th  we wanted a 
good line-up and a programme which did some justice to the challenging themes in 
earlier years.    We again filled the College but the w/end could have gained from 
some younger students.  Next year we will be able to widen participation (see notes 
elsewhere in this Newsletter about progress from RWMF > RW Foundation…).  
 
Terry Eagleton started our weekend delivering the key-note lecture, in St. John’s 
Church, Barlaston,  booked so that we could accommodate the larger number for his 
opening on ’Culture is Ordinary’.    Terry referred to Williams’ seminal 1958 essay 
but his lecture engaged with cultural materialism and what’s changed in culture and 
cultural studies over the past 20 years.   The lecture was searching, provocative and 
witty,  neatly summarising themes from recent Eagleton books.  It is being published 
in Key Words 5.  The audience was appreciative and generally impressed.  That 
became clear during the first session on Saturday morning which was devoted to 
Group Discussion on the lecture.   Notes from the three discussion groups showed 
creative debate had been stimulated.  Some felt that they needed the text to better 
understand and engage with the central issues.  
 
The third session, Socialism and Ecology, was led by Andy Dobson, Professor of 
Politics at Keele.  Andy  paid tribute to Williams’  prescience in his 1982 essay on the 
theme and invited questions and comment from the start - he got so many he was 
only a few lines into his notes after nearly an hour.   No matter, vigorous argument 
continued throughout on these key words.     
 
After tea, Karen Hunt, Professor of History at Keele on History and women… 
engaged mainly with a Resources of Hope essay on the General Strike, supported by 
reference to Fred Inglis’ biography.   Karen argued that Williams, like the miners of 
1926, marginalised the women.  Raymond’s father is at the centre of Border Country 
-  who really remembers the mother, Gwen?    A feminist historian working on 
ideological gaps and weaknesses…  Lively discussion with fruitful disagreements.   
The evening centred on a screening of the award winning  television documentary 
Border Country and a number of experienced RW readers and regulars paid high 
tribute: everybody can learn much about Raymond from this documentary.    
 
The Sunday morning session had Mark Fisher MP drawing on his deep knowledge of 
Architecture - the universally accessible art (‘we all experience architecture every 
day of our lives‘) and Mark described how, as Minister for the Arts, he’d tried to get 
New Labour committed to a policy which would have extended funding for architect-
designed public buildings.  That failure he saw as symptomatic of general lost 
opportunities since 1997, with New Labour putting social democracy, let alone 
socialism, back for a generation or more… Depressing, but his session was 
inspirational. The final review gave that positive verdict to the whole week-end.    
 

20th WEA Raymond Williams’ w/end, supported by RWMF. 
Wedgwood Memorial College, Barlaston,.2nd to 4th May 2008. 

 
Derek Tatton 
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Book Reviews 
 
Margiad Evans Country Dance, Library of Wales, Parthian 2006 
 
One of the Library of Wales series which promotes Welsh writing in English, Margiad 
Evans’s Country Dance, first published in 1932, could appropriately share the title of 
another in the series, Border Country. For it is the Border, always capitalised, which 
the framing narrative insists is the novel’s subject. Relations between the Welsh and 
the English in this 1850s rural society are, it states,  those of ‘incessant warfare’ and 
we should read the story as ‘the two nations at war’ within the mind of Ann Goodman,  
daughter of a Welsh mother and English shepherd, narrator of the diary which forms 
the core text. The authorial persona situates the diary as ‘the struggle for supremacy’ 
in Ann’s ‘mixed blood’; the rivalry of her two lovers, the shepherd Gabriel and Evan 
ap Evans, the farmer who is her father’s ‘master’, as ‘England against Wales.’ But 
this crude opposition distracts from the complexity that underlies the diary’s 
apparently artless form: the shared vulnerability of the farming community on both 
sides of the border; the rivalry that is played out not in ‘warfare’ but in the skills of 
sheepdog trials; the emotional economy in which a man might risk his life to save 
sheep but not a child. When the gloom of mishap, death and violence, where even a 
cow’s tail is represented as a weapon, threatens to dip over into Cold Comfort Farm, 
we find a touch of Stella Gibbons’s own deadpan humour, with grandmother sticking 
her head into the bread-bin as protection from the thunder storm.  
 
The border is indeed represented as a site of hate and desire, but the contest is also 
of class and gender and, crucially, of appropriation of the text itself. Ann’s diary 
opens ominously: ‘Gabriel gives me this book, telling me to write in all I do, for him to 
see, until we shall be married.’ But she resists this instrument of control, re-claiming 
her own text, even as the weave of narratives and lively detail resist the heavy hand 
of authorial interpretation. Although Margiad Evans could be said to have the last 
word as the republication will give a new generation of readers the chance to 
discover. 

Liz Allen 
 

************ 

 
Gwyn Thomas, The Dark Philosophers, Library of Wales, Parthian 2006. 
 
The Dark Philosophers reappears after a thirty-four year absence as part of the growing 
Library of Wales, http://www.libraryofwales.org/english/news.asp.  When first published in 
1946 it signalled a belated appearance of Gwyn Thomas who had started writing a decade 
earlier.  Its renewed availability is alongside other titles from those interwar years including 
Cwmardy and We Live. 
 
Born in 1913, Gwyn Thomas grew into a South Wales ravaged by unemployment, poverty, 
and a loss of many who might otherwise have sustained the communities they were instead 
forced to leave behind.  Yet what impressed itself onto Gwyn Thomas' mind was a strength of 
community, empathy and zest for life.  His own survival was made possible by way of Barry 
Grammar School and from there an Oxford college where he found himself looking up, not 
because he had the slightest respect for the class of students whose presence dominated the 
place, but because their physical stature was always greater than that of the working class 
boy from the Valleys.  The physical circumstance of his college days seems only to have 
made his allegiance all the steadier and his appreciation of where he grew up all the keener.  
Gwyn Thomas began writing in the mid thirties situating his stories in the industrial village so 
peculiar to South Wales.  In this his work joined with others who shared his experience; Lewis 
Jones (1897 -1939 ), Gwyn Jones (1907 -1999 ) and Jack Jones (1884 -1970 ). Where Gwyn 
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Thomas found his own voice was in a biting comic style allowing his characters to turn anger 
even bitterness to irony and pathos.   
 
The Dark Philosophers was completed in the late thirties.  At the centre are four 'voters' 
whose worldly wisdom extends to a political awareness that enables them a deep insight into 
a human predicament.  The particular character of that predicament to which their attention is 
directed is the wretchedness which makes up the world where the great majority of their 
neighbours live or have lived until removed by authorities that might include the Almighty 
Lord.  The representative of the last is the prime example of another world beyond the 
Terraces, living instead in a house left to him as reward for turning his pulpit from pedestal for 
impassioned damnation of wealth and power, to footstool where the powerful could gain 
assurance that their place was just in a world in need of no more than equanimity and 
contentment.  Those recommended to be content were the poor whose place was one 
bearable if only it were accepted with piety and meekness.  It was this turn from fire raiser to 
paid apologist that leads our four dark philosophers to a plot that would result in the minister's 
death.  The outcome comes not from direct murder, but beautiful if ice-hard instigation and 
contrasts with a pitiful and hopeless death of a voter with which it is intimately linked.   
 
Gwyn Thomas' characters are recognisable from the Wales in which they are set.  The stage 
on which the four philosophers weekly meet is the back room of a cafe, kept warm by a stove 
on which is a crest known to be of fascist connection.  However when they suggest that the 
crest be removed, Idemeneo Faracci, to whom the cafe seemingly belongs, is reluctant, for 
though he has brothers in prison for anti-fascist allegiance back in Italy, a money lender to 
whom everything in the cafe is owed, is very partial to the crest, and would be upset were it to 
be filed away.   
 
Our minister meanwhile is a history in himself.  A hell raiser whose whole body shook with the 
need for a great change that would end injustice, sells his soul in hock for his own future 
when reminded that his pulpit is as much at the disposal of another as is the coal on which 
the voters stand.  Converted, he turns cheek, speaking now of the need to kill more Germans, 
now of the evil that atheist Bolsheviks inflict on Russia and might yet turn on Gods own 
Wales.  Yet always the constant refrain is of the just balance that places a voter in the trough 
and another in a place from where they might decide that voter's life.   
 
The dark philosophers in no sense exist merely for the need of a story, nor are they separable 
from the world they inhabit.  Rather their humanity, realism, hardness and comedy are part of 
the fabric which makes writer and character alike.  It is though the last of these traits that most 
readily comes to mind, The Dark Philosophers is a very funny read. 

Steve Woodhams 
 

********************************* 

 

NOTICES   NOTICES   NOTICES 

 
 

The BBC Radio 3 Sunday Feature 

Raymond Williams: Keywords 
will be re-broadcast 

Sunday 26 October 
BBC Radio 7 
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After Raymond Williams 
Cultural Materialism and the     
Break-Up of Britain 
Hywel Dix 
November 2008 
192 pp. 216x138 mm 
Paperback £18.99 £15.99 
ISBN 978-0-7083-2153-9 
 
 
 

                                           Who Speaks for Wales?   
                                           Nation, Culture, Identity   
                                           Edited by  
                                           Daniel Williams 
                                           Reprint February 2008  
                                Classification:  Cultural Studies 
                                           Paperback £18.99  
                                pp. 288 216 x 138 mm 
                                           ISBN  978-0-7083-1784-6                                     
 

 
 
 

GWASG PRIFYSGOL CYMRU • UNIVERSITY OF WALES PRESS 
e–mail s.philpott@press.wales.ac.uk  or call 029 2055 7451 

 
 

for all your reviews go to 

The Literary Encyclopedia  
http://www.litencyc.com/subscriptionchoices.php 

 
 

 

 

 
 

CULTURE AND SOCIETY 
FIFTY YEARS ON 

 
FRANCIS MULHERN 

with further speakers to be confirmed 
 

SATURDAY 22 NOVEMBER 
at 

London Office of Nottingham University 
41-42 Berners Street, W1T 3NB 

 
organiser: carl.thompson@ntu.ac.uk 
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Centre for Research into the English 
Literature and Language of Wales,  
 

Raymond Williams’s Culture and Society:  
Fifty Years On 

 
speakers 

Stefan Collini (Cambridge), Dai Smith (Swansea), Catherine 
Belsey (Swansea) Anthony Barnett (Founder Open Democracy) 
and Colin Thomas with his award-winning film Border Crossing 
 

The Dylan Thomas Centre 
Swansea. 

http://www.swansea.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=1686 

 
7 November 2008 

 
Organiser: Daniel G. Williams, daniel.g.williams@swansea.ac.uk 

 
supported by the Raymond Williams Society 

 
 

Open Circle  
Open Democracy Discussion Group 

 

Tuesdays 19.30 - 21.15 
 

The Blue Mugge pub, Osborne St., Leek   
 

Supported by WEA and U3A tutors and students. 
 

For the Autumn Term Programme and detailed background to the project, see 
www.weacircle.blogspot.com 

 
This project is now in its third year: we are keen to extend contacts.  Participants help 

with providing notes before each session and chairing.  Some themes may lead to 

WEA day or residential courses, supported by the Raymond Williams Foundation 
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Spaces of Comparison: 
Welsh Literature in Comparative Contexts 

 
CALL FOR PAPERS 

  
Abstracts of papers should be sent by 14 January 2009  

to Daniel Williams   

daniel.g.williams@swansea.ac.uk 
 
 

Annual Association of Welsh Writing in English Conference. 
 

March 27-29 2009. 
 

Gregynog Conference Centre 
http://www.swansea.ac.uk/english/crew/awwe/conference2009.html 

 
 
 
 

RAYMOND WILLIAMS SOCIETY 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING     
 

SATURDAY 22 NOVEMBER 
 

at 
London Office of Nottingham University 

41-42 Berners Street, W1T 3NB 
 

ENQUIRIES AND ITEMS FOR THE AGENDA SHOULD BE SENT TO 

the Secretary carl.thompson@ntu.ac.uk 
 
 
 

Richard  Hoggart: Culture and Critique 
 

Call For Papers 
 

Abstracts of papers (200 words) should be sent by 31st January 2009  
to Pat Cook/Jean Brownridge  

Cook.Brownridge@leedsmet.ac.uk  T: 0113 812 3120 
 

The Institute of Northern Studies 
Leeds Metropolitan University 

10-12 July 2009 
Further details will be posted on: http//leedsmet.ac.uk/as/cs/ in due course  
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ARE YOU PAID UP? 
 

 EXISTING MEMBERS ARE REMINDED THAT THEIR 
SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL FOR 2008 IS DUE 

 
 

HOW TO JOIN/RENEW 
 

Membership of the Raymond Williams Society is by Annual Subscription. 
The rates are £10 waged and £5 unwaged / students. 

There are two ways of paying: 
1. via the Society website where a PayPal facility is available. 

2. by cheque made out to ‘Raymond Williams Society’ and sent to: 
Steve Woodhams, 103 Coopers Lane, London, E10 5DG 

Membership enquiries should be addressed to: 
membership@raymondwilliams.co.uk/ 

 
 
 

THE RAYMOND WILLIAMS SOCIETY 
 

Visit the Society website 
The Raymond Williams Society website is at http://www.raymondwilliams.co.uk/. The 
website is the first place to look for up-to-date information on the society and the 
events it sponsors and promotes (try the ‘Forthcoming Events’ link on the 
homepage). You can also contact us via the website and send us information on any 
event you think we should be associated with. Other facilities on the site allow you to 
make a donation, to join our mailing list and to access an archive of materials. It is 
also possible to pay annual membership fees online via the site’s ‘Membership of the 
Society’ link and to buy copies of the Society’s publications likewise (via the 
‘Publications’ link).  Full electronic texts of issues 1 and 3 of Key Words are available 
free of charge on Society’s  website, http://www.raymondwilliams.co.uk/ 
 

 

 

Your Newsletter 
This issue of the Newsletter is being distributed to members in electronic format as 

will future numbers.  If however any members wishes to receive a hard copy by post 
please contact the editors. 

 
Suggestions for future items and responses to this issue are welcome. The next 

issue of the Newsletter is planned for April and contributions in the form of notices, 
articles, reviews and photographs should be sent as early as possible to the editors 

at 
newsletter@raymondwilliams.co.uk/ 

 

 
This Newsletter is published twice a year. The next issue will appear in Spring 2009. 

 
Newsletter editor: Steve Woodhams  

 
 


