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Chair’s Report  
 

You‟ll be pleased to hear that the Society has survived the credit crunch; that 

it had no money in Iceland; and that no one stands charged with fiddling 

expenses or walking away with our money.  

 

Culture has in fact received a small but honest bonus.  In short we‟ve had 

another good year. In November we enjoyed an excellent talk by Francis 

Mulhern on „Culture and Society Then and Now‟ to mark the 50th anniversary 

of the publication of Williams‟ seminal volume. Francis‟s talk was published in 

New Left Review (no. 55 Jan- Feb 2009).   Last year‟s AGM was as lively as 

ever, if more select than we would wish.  This saw the election of Jennifer 

Birkett as our new Treasurer. Thanks to Steve Woodhams for many years of 

dedicated service in this role and welcome to Jennifer. As this Newsletter 

demonstrates we have benefited already from her drive and acumen. Two 

other things of note emerged from the meeting. We have decided following 

Francis‟s talk to re- introduce the annual Raymond Williams lecture and look 

forward to a talk by Professor Simon Dentith on Williams‟ Border Country to be 

held on the day of this  year‟s AGM at Oxford (details on p. 8). Secondly we 

agreed to pursue discussions with colleagues at Swansea and elsewhere, 

including the Raymond Williams Trust, on ways to help organize the Raymond 

Williams archive, and to combine this with a seminar series or colloquia on 

„New Key Words‟, with the possibility of publication of a range of papers. A 

discussion of these proposals is also planned for the 21st November. 

 

Key Words 7 is at the point of going to press as I write. Thanks as ever to the 

editorial team, including new members, for continuing to produce a journal of 

high quality research and discussion. The journal serves as the centre piece of 

the Society‟s intellectual life and we are very pleased at the arrangement 

agreed with Spokesman Books which will not only give it added security but 

aid its wider distribution. 

 

Finally, to return from culture to the economy, the Society‟s funds are in good 

order and relatively healthy. We do however welcome new members and 

invite readers to join the Society or, in that time-honoured fashion, to 

persuade a friend to do so. 

Peter Brooker. 
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The Raymond Williams Papers at Swansea University 
 

An extensive collection of the papers of Raymond Williams was deposited at 

the Centre for Research into the English Literature and Language of Wales  

(CREW) at Swansea University in the summer of 2007. 

 

The Williams Papers include manuscripts of published and unpublished 

creative works and critical works as well as notebooks, miscellaneous items 

such as newspaper cuttings and correspondence and his complete printed 

works. The Archive is considerable in bulk and rich in its resource but is 

currently unorganised and uncatalogued.  

Among the creative work are five complete and unpublished novels, c.1948-

58; four lengthy fragments of other unpublished novels; about 30 unpublished 

short stories; three complete and unpublished plays and numerous drafts of 

other dramas including completed film scripts for documentary and musical 

films; versions, in autograph and typescript, of early or late discarded work for 

Border Country (1960);  annotated typescript for four published novels from 

1960 to 1988 ; and research notes by Joy Williams for her husband‟s massive 

and posthumously published historical fiction, People of the Black Mountains, 

vols.1 and 2  

The critical works include early notes on Culture and Work that lead to Culture 

and Society (1958); discarded material, at publisher‟s request, from the 

Culture and Society typescript of 1956, including a complete early version of 

Keywords (and an appendix) and essays on Herbert Read and others;  lecture 

notes and outlines (from 1960 onwards) ; various drafts of work for The Long 

Revolution (1961) and correspondence with F.R. Leavis, E.P.Thompson, 

Richard Hoggart et al.  

There are a number of notebooks, but three in particular, dating from the late 

1950s to the 1970s, demand close investigation.  Here are set out, in rich and 

interlocking detail, the first glimmers, in thought and in drafts, of his most 

important works, both creative and critical.  They undoubtedly unlock the 

processes of his critical practice, his imaginative thinking and his actual 

writing. 

The miscellaneous papers include published and unpublished memoirs and 

journalism; diaries and letters, jottings and postcards;  political interventions; 

extensive newspaper cuttings of reviews and articles; correspondence with 

scholars; and material gathered by Joy Williams after her husband‟s death. 

 

Use of the papers by scholars was restricted until the completion of Dai 

Smith‟s authorized biography A Warrior’s Tale (Parthian Books 2008). CREW will 

dedicate several future projects to the work of Raymond Williams and 

welcomes applications from postgraduate students and visiting scholars who 

wish to research in this field. 
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The Raymond Williams Foundation 
 

RWF Administrator and RWS Executive Committee Member 

Derek Tatton reports on recent developments. 

 

1.   We have received confirmation that our bid for nearly £10k from the 

Learning Revolution – Transformation Fund (details available via the NIACE 

web-site) has been successful.   This means that the North Staffordshire Pubs 

project (www.oddc.org.uk), which has links with RWF will now aim to 

strengthen and increase the networks.   The pub circles focus upon social, 

political, philosophical and international affairs.   This additional funding will 

enable a training-residential event to be held at the Wedgwood Memorial 

College (WMC) in February 2010, plus two Workers Educational Association 

(WEA) Day and two WEA Residential courses (subsidized by the 

Transformation Fund /RWF) on pub circle themes. Within this development we 

will be placing strong emphasis on citizenship education. 

 

2.   Feedback from our 21st annual Raymond Williams week-end in May on 

Keywords was most positive.   We again filled the WMC for sessions led by Dai 

Smith, Mark Fisher, Catherine Belsey and Erica Brook.  A fuller report on this will 

be posted on our web-site in the autumn – we aim to have reports on all 

future Raymond Williams week-ends for our archive.    

 

The 22nd weekend has been booked at WMC Fri-Sun  7-9 May 2010.   The 

theme will be Towards 2020 (loosely based on Raymond Williams‟s Towards 

2000).  A provisional programme is planned and details will be available later 

this year.   

 

3.    RWF has now funded four successful projects and funding has been 

agreed for a further five projects which are in the pipe-line. There are at least 

six other „irons in the fire‟. 

 

4.    Elections at our AGM in May this year brought the number of Trustees up 

to our maximum of 20.  The system for approving grants is working reasonably 

well.At least two Officers and one other Trustee (with special interest in, or 

knowledge of, the project concerned - but not the Secretary or Administrator) 

make the decision. 

 

5.    The NE Region of the WEA submitted a motion to the WEA national 

conference which took place in Glasgow on 2-3rd October. It asked the WEA 

to develop a 21st century strategy for social and political education, working 

with RWF and other partners.  

 

6.    We continue to gain members, but we know that it will not be easy for us 

to gain an extended membership during an economic crisis which has 

already had a negative impact on charities generally.  We have, however, 

done better than expected with our life-memberships.   

 

Full details of  RWF activities can be found on our web-site:  

www.raymondwilliamsfoundation.org.uk  

http://www.oddc.org.uk/
http://www.raymondwilliamsfoundation.org.uk/
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Recent Publications and Work in Progress 
 

The ideas of Raymond Williams continue to inform new work in a wide range 

of areas. In Republic of Drivers: A Cultural History of Automobility in America 

(Chicago, 2009) Cotton Seiler argues that “automobility provides an 

individualist social imaginary” and links this to the discussion of “traffic” in The 

Country and the City, where Williams writes: 

 

It is impossible to read the early descriptions of crowded metropolitan streets – 

the people as isolated atoms, flowing this way and that; a common stream of 

separated identities and directions – without seeing, past them, this mode of 

relationship embodied in the modern car: private, enclosed, an individual 

vehicle in a pressing and merely aggregated common flow… 

 

The automobile industry is also featured in the novel Second Generation. This 

book has been the subject of a MA dissertation at Cambridge University by 

Ben Pritchett. Instead of viewing the text as an adjunct to Williams‟s 

biography or an illustration of his theory, Pritchett situates Second Generation 

in the textual politics of the New Left and the historical conjuncture that gave 

rise to that movement.  Ben Pritchett can be contacted at:    

benjamin _pritchett @hotmail.com 

 

The concept of “structure of feeling” continues to stimulate research and 

analysis. Statistical Panic: Cultural Politics and Poetics of the Emotions (Duke 

University Press) by Katherine Woodward, Professor of English at the University  

of Washington, bridges the conceptual gulf between psychoanalytical 

explanations of emotion and explanations that assume emotion is cultural in 

origin and susceptible to cultural change.  

 

Foremost among the latter, for Woodward, is Williams‟s idea of structure of 

feeling. She writes that although it is „notoriously difficult to define‟, Williams‟s 

notion „insists on the vital interpenetration of social structures and subjectivity, 

one mediated by forms of culture…for Williams, literature and art offer 

openings onto our always emerging world. They are themselves structures 

that embody forms of feeling, in tone and rhythm, colour and diction, nuance 

and detail. At stake is a cultural poetics as well as a politics of the emotions. 

Literature and art serve as witness, as it were to the ongoing process of social 

change‟. 

 

Finally, the radical Philippines scholar E. San Juan Jr has recently published 

Critique and Social Transformation: Lessons from Antonio Gramsci, Mikhail 

Bakhtin and Raymond Williams (Edwin Mellen Press). In his introduction to San 

Juan‟s book, Peter McLaren notes that his „exposition of Williams‟s major 

themes is masterly and lucid, in no small part due to his estimation of the 

worth and implication of Williams‟s abstract propositions from the perspective 

of the current anti-imperialist struggle in the Philippines‟. 

 

Dave Laing 
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Key Words 7 
 

Key Words A journal of Cultural Materialism is published annually by the 

Society. Key Words 7 will be published in October/ November 2009, and will 

include the following essays: 

 

The Century’s Wide Margin 

Guest Editor‟s Introduction  

Ben Harker 

 

Edward Carpenter 1844-1929: A Very Modern Victorian 

Sheila Rowbotham   

 

On not forgetting ‘the importance of everything else’: Feminism, 

Modernism and Time and Tide (1920-1939) 

Catherine Clay   

 

‘Ours Will Be a Dynamic Contribution’: The Struggle by Diasporic Artists 

for a Voice in British Theatre in the 1930s and 1940s 

Colin Chambers  

 

Adapting to the Conjuncture: Walter Greenwood, History and Love on 

the Dole 

Ben Harker   

 

Ephemeral Work: Louis MacNeice and the Moment of ‘Pure Radio’  

Paul Long   

 

 

‘The better it is written the worse it is’: Storm Jameson on Popular Fiction and 

the Political Novel 

Kristin Ewins  

 

‘Hard as the metal of my gun’: Communism, Masculinity and John Cornford’s 

Poetry of the Will 

Stan Smith  

 

Reviews 

 

Barbara Hardy, Dickens and Creativity by John Lucas 

 

Stanley Aronowitz, Against Schooling: For an Education that Matters by 

Richard Pring 
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Key Words CALL FOR PAPERS 
 

 

Special Issue: The Long Revolution Revisited 

 

To celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of Raymond Williams‟s The Long 

Revolution in 1961, Key Words is planning a special issue to discuss the book 

and its themes including their contemporary relevance. In particular we 

would welcome submissions on, or related to, such topics as Williams‟s 

discussion of the creative mind, the analysis of culture, individuals and 

societies and images of society; the subject matter of Part Two of the book, 

including education and British society, the reading public, the popular press, 

Standard English, the social history of British writers and of dramatic forms; and 

the analysis of „Britain in the 1960s‟ that comprises Part Three. 

 

In the first instance, proposals for papers should be sent before March 31 2010 

to Dr Catherine Clay at catherine.clay@ntu.ac.uk or School of Arts and 

Humanities, Nottingham Trent University, Clifton Campus, Nottingham NG11 

8NS United Kingdom. 

 

 

 

 

Spokesman Books: A New Distribution Arrangement for Key Words 

 

The Raymond Williams Society and Spokesman Books have agreed a 

distribution arrangement for Key Words, to make the journal more visible and 

more easily accessible throughout the UK and internationally. Spokesman 

Books (http://www.spokesmanbooks.com/) is the publishing imprint of the 

Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation, and is associated with the Russell Press. 

 

Spokesman is adding KW to its distribution list, including titles of back copies. 

RWS will continue to distribute copies of each new issue annually, post free, to 

individual and institutional members (issue included in the annual 

subscription). RWS will also supply additional copies of all titles to individual 

members at the special reduced members‟ rate (currently £10, inclusive of 

p&p). 

 

Spokesman will supply all other copies, new and back (including copies 

requested through the RWS website, its own site, and through booksellers), at 

the non-members‟ rate of £12.50 plus p&p.   

 

For more information on Spokesman Books, see the website: 

http://www.spokesmanbooks.com/ 

 

Jennifer Birkett (RWS Treasurer) 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:catherine.clay@ntu.ac.uk
http://www.spokesmanbooks.com/
http://www.russfound.org/
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The Raymond Williams Society Annual Lecture and AGM 
 

 

'Border Country, then and now' 

 

Professor Simon Dentith (University of Reading) 

 

 

2-5 p.m., Saturday 21st November 2009 

The New Seminar Room 

St John's College, Oxford 

Admission: £3 (£2 to students, and free to RWS members) 

 

The 2009 Annual Lecture is sponsored by Parthian Books and the Library of 

Wales. Parthian Books are running a bookstall at the event, and are offering 

a 20% discount on all books to all those attending. 

 

 

The Lecture will be followed by the Society's AGM (papers to be circulated). 

 

For more information, please contact the RWS Secretary, Carl Thompson 

(carl.thompson@ntu.ac.uk) 

 

 

RWS: Officers and Committee Members (2008-9) 

Chair:  Peter Brooker (University of Sussex)  

Secretary:  Carl Thompson (Nottingham Trent University)  

Treasurer:  Jennifer Birkett (University of Birmingham)  

 

Executive Committee: Officers and: Liz Allen (Regent‟s College, London), John 

Goodby (Swansea University), Claire Jowitt (Nottingham Trent University), 

Angela Kershaw (University of Birmingham), Dave Laing (University of 

Liverpool), Stan Smith (Nottingham Trent University), Derek Tatton (Raymond 

Williams Foundation), Emma Tyler (website consultant, University of 

Birmingham). US representative: Michael Coyle (Colgate University) 

 

 Editorial Committee (Key Words): Catherine Clay (Nottingham Trent 

University), Kristin Ewins (University of Oxford), Claire Jowitt (Nottingham Trent 

University), Angela Kershaw (University of Birmingham), Dave Laing (University 

of Liverpool), Stan Smith (Nottingham Trent University), Vicki Whittaker. 

 

RWS Website 

Website consultant: Emma Tyler (University of Birmingham) 

 

The website has been reworked and updated. Members who have items for 

inclusion on the Events page, or new publications which they would like to 

see included on the new Members‟ Publications page (cover picture and 

publication details), please send your material to Jennifer Birkett 

(j,birkett@bham.ac.uk). 
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Membership 2009 
 

To join the Raymond Williams Society, or to renew your subscription for 
2009, please return the form below, or if you wish to use PayPal, go to the 

website: http://www.raymondwilliams.co.uk/ 
 

I would like to become a member of the Raymond Williams Society. 

Name: 

 

Address for posting: 

 

Institutional affiliation: 

(if applicable) 

 

Email address:  

 

Subscription type:   Waged £20 / Unwaged or student £10 

(delete as appropriate) 

 

Mode of payment: electronic return/ cheque/ Standing Order (delete as 

appropriate) 

If paying by electronic return, see below for the Society’s bank details. 

If paying by cheque, please make cheque payable to The Raymond Williams 

Memorial Trust Society. 

If paying by Standing Order, please fill in the Request form below. 

 

Standing Order Request 

 

To The Manager,  _________________________________ Bank (your bank) 

 

Bank address     __________________________________ 

 

      __________________________________ 

 

 Postcode  __________________________________ 

 

Bank Sort Code   __________________________________ 

 

Please pay The Raymond Williams Memorial Trust Society, at Co-operative Bank 

plc, Holborn Branch, 62-64 Southampton Row, London WC18 4ND, Sort Code 

089061, Account No. 5005062800, the sum of £20 / £10 (delete as applicable) 

annually, and debit my account number  ___________________. First payment 

to be made immediately, and thereafter on 1 January each year (or as close to 

this date as is practicable), until further notice. 

                  

Signed:       

Date: 

 

 

Please print off this form and return it, with a cheque if appropriate, to Jennifer 

Birkett, Treasurer, Raymond Williams Society, Department of French 

Studies, University of Birmingham, Birmingham B15 2TT.  

Email: j.birkett@bham.ac.uk 


