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Chair’s Report 
 

There is an alternative  

As this Newsletter confirms, the Society continues to move forward on a number of 

fronts. On behalf of all members I wish to thank the editors of the new issue of Key 

Words and congratulate those involved in successfully negotiating a relationship with 

Spokesman Books (see http://www.spokesmanbooks.com/acatalog/Key_Words_ 

Journal.html). This will give the journal a secure public outlet and is the kind of 

arrangement we have wanted to achieve for some time. The Annual Raymond 

Williams lecture is also now a regular feature. Thanks to Ben Harker, guest editor of 

Key Words 7, and now a member of the editorial board, for agreeing to speak on 

Williams‟s relation to Marxism and the Communist Party. This year the venue 

provides the opportunity to visit the nearby Working-Class Movement Library at 

Salford (see details p. 9 of this Newsletter). This will be followed by the AGM  and 

we do hope everyone who can do so will attend and help make this a successful day. 

 

A long-term aim of the Society has concerned the organization of the Raymond 

Williams Archive at the University of Swansea (see details in Newsletter No. 6). The 

enforced tightening of belts in HE, as elsewhere, has stood in the way of a fully 

developed research project related to the archive. I‟m pleased to report, however, that 

the Archive is now re-housed in its own centre at the University and that there is a 

proposal, which has Merryn Williams‟s backing, to publish the MS of Williams‟s 

draft novel „Adamson‟, possibly with Myriad Press. Steve Woodhams, one time 

Society Treasurer, is taking this forward. Steve recommends visiting the archive and 

suggests the Society might usefully hold an event there to meet the archivist, Katrina 

Legg, to discuss the holdings and any future plans. A further development concerns a 

research project on the theme of „The Country and the City‟, based in Universities in 

the East Midlands. This is headed by Prof. Douglas Tallack (University of Leicester) 

who clearly appreciates the relevance of Williams‟s work to this theme. At the time of 

writing a first bid for funding has proved unsuccessful. The idea is still a live one, 

however. We are keen to support it and look forward to more news.  

 

Next year, to anticipate even further, will see the 50
th

 anniversary of The Long 

Revolution (1961). To date there are plans to hold a joint colloquium with the 

University of Brighton on this major work and the resources we find in Williams‟s 

writing for an alternative future. The AGM will be an opportunity to discuss further 

how we mark this event.  

 

Peter Brooker 

.  
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Raymond Williams Foundation News 
 

 

Formerly the Raymond Williams Memorial Fund, the RWF has among its aims „to 

commemorate the works of Raymond Williams, in particular in the sphere of adult 

education for the benefit of the public‟. The RWF had a good year in 2009-2010 with 

successful activities across several spheres. 

 

The 22nd annual Raymond Williams weekend took place in May 2010 The theme 

was Towards 2020 (loosely based on Williams‟s book Towards 2000).  The keynote 

Lecture by Michael Rustin on the Friday evening, 7
th

 May, (the day after the General 

Election) was an analysis of the current economic and political developments. It is 

now available on the RWF website along with contributions to the weekend by 

Granville Williams on The Manufacture of Consent and Malcolm Pittock on The Long 

Revolution. 

 

 The 23
nd

 weekend will be held at the Wedgwood Memorial College (WMC) on 6-8 

May 2011.   The theme will be The Spirit Level, based on the recent book (The Spirit 

Level: Why More Equal Societies Almost Always Do Better) by Frank Wilkinson and 

Kate Pickett. 

 

RWF helped fund 15 projects over the year including a Cuba Day; a Workers 

Educational Association (WEA) weekly Issues in Politics course; the Cambridge 

Women‟s Resource Centre and Oldham Unity‟s education work with refugees and 

asylum seekers. 

 

These are obviously exceptionally difficult times for adult education but RWF‟s  

projects offer practical, cost-effective ways forward.   We are now involved in the 

new Co-operative Movement /WEA partnership which builds upon „Co-op and WEA 

shared values of active citizenship, democracy and equality.‟ 

 

Derek Tatton 

RWF Administrator and RWS Executive Committee Member. 

 

www.raymondwilliamsfoundation.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publications and Events 
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Veteran Cycle-Club 

 

Border Country Ride 
Tuesday 31st August 2010 

 
To mark the  birthday of author, and distinguished social, 
political and cultural thinker Raymond Williams, an 
anniversary cycle ride will explore his roots beside the Black 
Mountains.  
 
An unusual tribute to Raymond Williams took the form of a cycle ride by members of 

the Veteran Cycle-Club. To mark Williams‟s birthday, the riders set off from the site 

of the former King Henry VIII grammar school in Abergavenny, where Williams 

studied in the 1930s. The 18 mile route passed his birthplace in Pandy and the site of 

the signal box where his father worked for many years. The organisers of the tour 

(Steve Kay and Gary Meredith) noted that Williams often cycled to school and invited 

participants to bring „pre-war cycles and all kinds of black bikes‟. 

 

Williams the Futurologist 
 

This year has seen the publication of  Tenses of Imagination, an important selection of 

Raymond Williams‟s writings on „Science Fiction, Utopia and Dystopia‟, to quote the 

subtitle of the volume. Edited by Andrew Milner of Monash University, the book 

includes essays, interviews and fictional writings. It is divided into three sections. 

Space Anthropology, Utopia and Putropia includes an early (1956) essay on science 

fiction, and „The Future Story as Social Formula Novel‟ from 1961. Among the 

contents of the second part are interviews with Williams on George Orwell and 

William Morris as well as an essay on Ursula LeGuin. The final section consists of 

extracts from the novels The Volunteers and The Fight for Manod. 

 

In welcoming the collection, Francis Mulhern of Middlesex University writes: „The 

future was the ultimate stake in all Raymond Williams‟s thinking and writing, as 

Andrew Milner simply and powerfully shows us. This volume of writings on science 

fiction and utopianism turns out to be a very substantial, wide-ranging reader in 



Williams‟s work as a whole. The defining importance of “the sense of the future” as 

he called it, the future as the essential discipline of political and moral imagination, is 

the lesson of this very welcome collection.‟  Tenses of Imagination is published by 

Peter Lang. 

 

 

Conference Report: The Hundredth Anniversary of the Institut 

Français de Londres: Heritage for the Future  
Institut Français du Royaume Uni, London SW7.  September 2010 

 

In September 1941, the 17th International PEN Congress, „Literature and the World 

after the War‟, took place in the French Institute in London. On the 16th September 

2010, as part of the celebrations of the Centenary of the Institut Français, this 

important collaboration of the Institut and PEN was repeated and renewed. A short 

historical introduction (Jennifer Birkett, Martyn Cornick), described the key figures of 

the Congress (Storm Jameson, Denis Saurat) and the key issues relating to political 

changes and social reconstruction discussed in 1941. This introduction provided the 

context for a round table discussion, chaired by David Walker, which brought 

together three distinguished figures in the contemporary world of writing: Lisa 

Appignanesi, President of English PEN, Sylvestre Clancier, President of French PEN, 

and the publisher Christopher MacLehose, of the MacLehose Press. The three 

discussed the role of writers in society today, the limits placed by publishing 

structures on effective engagement by writers, and the issues with which PEN is 

nowadays engaged (freedom of expression, writers in prison, the politics of the 

environment). A full report on the presentations and debates will be published on the 

website of the French Studies Department at Birmingham University (a shorter 

version will appear in the English PEN Newsletter). 

 

 

Raphael Samuel Memorial Lecture 
The 2010 Raphael Samuel Memorial Lecture will be given by Juliet Gardiner on 

Friday December 3
rd

. The title of the lecture is: „“Searching for the Gleam”: the quest 

for a new order in 1930s Britain.‟ The venue is Room B33, Birkbeck College, 

University of London, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HX. Admission is free with no 

tickets or advance booking required. The Lecture is part of the programme of the 

Raphael Samuel History Centre, a partnership between the University of East London, 

Birkbeck College and Bishopsgate Institute (www.raphael-samuel.org.uk). Further 

information for the lecture can be found from k.pettit@uel.ac.uk. 

 

 

E.P. Thompson Memorial Lecture : Notice of Cancellation 
Ian Prior has notified us that this year‟s E.P. Thompson Memorial Lecture has 

unfortunately had to be cancelled („E.P.Thompson and the Making of the Modern 

University‟, scheduled for Thursday 18th November 2010, 7.30 pm at The Theatre, 

Kingswood School, Lansdown Road, Bath, BA1 5RG.)  

 

 

http://www.raphael-samuel.org.uk/


 

 

Key Words: A Journal of Cultural Materialism 
 

Issue 8 of Key Words is in the final stages of production and the editors are looking 

forward to its launch at the Annual Lecture and AGM at the Working Class 

Movement Library, Salford, in November. The venue for the meeting and lecture is 

especially fitting to the theme for this issue: „Labouring-Class Writing.‟ The library 

holds significant archival material relating to labouring-class culture; for instance, a 

scrap book of rare wood-cut early nineteenth-century illustrations depicting workers.  

 

The issue has been guest-edited by Tim Burke and John Goodridge of Nottingham 

Trent University, who have gathered essays by leading scholars in the field on an 

impressive range of subjects, including ecocriticism, animal studies, theory by 

working-class writers, and visual representations of the labouring classes. Taken 

together these essays suggest new directions in the study of labouring-class writing 

and culture.  

 

As the Editors‟ Preface suggests, these articles draw on Raymond Williams‟s 

understanding of the „complex ways economic reality shapes the imagination‟. We are 

also pleased to include two essays that show the influence of Williams on the study of 

wholly different historical and cultural contexts: one looking at the importance of time 

spent in rural Somerset in 1659 on the development of John Locke‟s style; and the 

other considering the institutional culture of contemporary South African university 

life as the ratio of black to white students at historically white universities begins to 

shift. 

 

During the last year, we have also been pleased to welcome Simon Dentith 

(University of Reading) and Ben Harker (University of Salford) onto the editorial 

committee. They bring new expertise on nineteenth-century writing, the work of 

William Morris, contemporary Scottish literature, and the historicity of writing 

(Simon); working-class writing, folk music, radical theatre and radio, and Marxist 

theories of culture (Ben).  

 

We are deeply grateful to Claire Jowitt for her energy and industry on the editorial 

committee since its re-launch in 2007. Claire is leaving the committee to act as a 

General Editor of the new edition of Richard Hakluyt‟s The Principal Navigations 

(1598–1600), which OUP are publishing in fourteen volumes, and we wish her every 

success in this project.  

 

Work on issue 9 is progressing well, and essays are likely to treat of modernism and 

MI5 surveillance, Williams and internationalism, Eagleton, Wittgenstein and 

language. We are also currently commissioning essays for Key Words 10, scheduled 

for publication in 2012. This will be a special issue devoted to a re-consideration of 

the ideas and legacy of Williams‟s ground-breaking book The Long Revolution 

(1961). 

 

Finally, we are pleased to announce that the RWS has launched a postgraduate student 

essay competition for work grounded in the tradition of cultural materialism, details 

of which can be found elsewhere in this Newsletter. 



 

This is the table of contents for Key Words 8 to be published in October 2010: 

 

Editors’ Preface       5 

 

Guest Editors’ Introduction: 

Retrieval and Beyond: Labouring-Class Writing    8 

Tim Burke and John Goodridge 

Brute Strength: Labouring-Class Studies and Animal Studies  15 

Donna Landry 

Close Reading Yearsley       18 

David Fairer 

Not So Lowly Bards: Working-Class Women Poets and 

Middle-Class Expectations       21 

Florence Boos 

Genre Matters: Attending to Form and Convention in 

Eighteenth-Century Labouring-Class Poetry    38 

William J. Christmas 

Ecocriticism         46 

Anne Milne 

The Rise of Robert Bloomfield      48 

Scott McEathron 

The Foresters: Alexander Wilson’s Transatlantic  

Labouring-Class Nature Poetry      51 

Bridget Keegan 

‘Tracing the Ramifications of the Democratic Principle’:  

Literary Criticism and Theory in the Chartist Circular   62 

Mike Sanders 

Labour History by Other Means      73 

Jonathan Rose 

Graphic Bric-a-brac: Comic Visual Culture and the Study  

of Early Victorian Lower-Class Urban Culture    76 

Brian Maidment 

* * * 

 

Language and Locale: John Locke, Somerset and Plain Style  94 

Olivia Smith 

Institutional Culture as Whiteness: ‘a complex argument’  109 

John Higgins 

 

Reviews         127 
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RWS Postgraduate Essay Competition 2010 
 

The Raymond Williams Society has launched a postgraduate student essay 

competition for work grounded in the tradition of cultural materialism. The aim is to 

encourage a new generation of scholars in this area, especially those who are engaged 

in discourses and approaches arising from the work of Raymond Williams. 

The competition is open to anyone studying for a higher degree (masters or doctoral) 

in the UK or abroad, either on course, or who graduated no earlier than 31 July 2008. 

The prize for the winning entry is 100 GBP, and a year's subscription to the Society. 

The winning essay will also be considered for publication in a future issue of our 

peer-reviewed journal Key Words: A Journal of Cultural Materialism. 

 

Submission Requirements:  

Entries should be between 5-7000 words long, including endnotes (which should 

normally be kept to a minimum). Entries must follow the Keywords Style Notes for 

contributors. 

Entries must be submitted electronically. Please send your submission to the 

Contributions Editor of Key Words, Catherine Clay (catherine.clay@ntu.ac.uk), 

accompanied by a brief coversheet with the following details, and ask your supervisor 

to send us an email confirming your status: 

Name 

Postal Address 

Email address 

Institutional affiliation 

Current or most recent programme of study 

Date of graduation (if applicable) 

Title of essay 

Word count 

The deadline for entries is 31 December 2010.  

 

 

 

Subscription Reminder 
 

A few subscriptions are still awaited for renewed membership of the Raymond 

Williams Society for the calendar year 2010. Details about payment options are on the 

website, and the form already circulated, which should be printed off and returned 

with the payment to me at the address given. Please draw attention to any changes of 

address (both email and home address). 

 

Jennifer Birkett 

Treasurer, Raymond Williams Society 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Raymond Williams Society 

Annual Lecture and AGM 
 

Saturday 20
th

 November 

2-5pm 

The Working Class Movement Library 

Salford 

 

„Raymond Williams and the Communist Party‟ 

Dr Ben Harker (University of Salford) 
 

 

The lecture will be followed at 3.30 pm by the AGM of the Raymond Williams 

Society. 

 

The lecture is free to paid-up members of the RWS, £8 to non-members, and £3 to 

students and the unwaged. RWS membership, which includes a free copy of the 

current issue of the journal Key Words, may be purchased at the door (£20, £10 

unwaged). 

 

Library staff are also kindly offering RWS members the chance to have a tour of the 

Working Class Movement Library before the lecture. Spaces are limited, however. If 

you would like to take part, please contact Kristin Ewins (k.ewins@salford.ac.uk). 

 

For further information and any other queries, please contact Carl Thompson 

(carl.thompson@ntu.ac.uk). 

 

Officers and Committee Members (2009-10) 

Chair: Peter Brooker (University of Sussex) 

Secretary: Carl Thompson (Nottingham Trent University) 

Treasurer: Jennifer Birkett (University of Birmingham) 

 

Executive Committee: Elizabeth Allen (Regent's College, London), John Goodby 

(Swansea University), Claire Jowitt (Nottingham Trent University), Angela Kershaw 

(University of Birmingham), Dave Laing (University of Liverpool), Stan Smith 

(Nottingham Trent University), Derek Tatton (Raymond Williams Foundation), 

Kristin Ewins (University of Salford), Ian McDonald. US Representative: Michael 

Coyle (Colgate University) 

 

Editorial Committee (Key Words): Catherine Clay (Nottingham Trent University), 

Kristin Ewins (University of Salford), Claire Jowitt (Nottingham Trent University), 

Angela Kershaw (University of Birmingham), Dave Laing (University of Liverpool), 

Simon Dentith  (University of Reading), Stan Smith (Nottingham Trent University), 

Vicki Whittaker, Ben Harker (University of Salford). 

 

Website:  Emma Tyler (University of Birmingham) 
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