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Officers’ Report 
 

The Society has continued to flourish this year, and we shall again be reporting good 

membership numbers and a satisfactory bank balance to the AGM in Liverpool.  

 

In November last year, the Raymond Williams Annual Lecture was delivered  by 

Anthony Barnett, on ‘The Long and the Quick of Revolutions: Can the Left Regain 

the Future from Market Fundamentalism?’. Our thanks go to Parthian Books and 

openDemocracy for generous sponsorship. If you were unfortunate enough to miss the 

Lecture, there is a link on the RWS website through to the openDemocracy site, 

where you will find the full text. We ran the second of our annual Postgraduate Essay 

competitions, which are proving a great success. We also offered sponsorship for 

other events, including a postgraduate conference. The latter had no takers, but we 

will repeat the experiment in 2013, and hope for better luck. 

 

Key Words 10 should be with you as you read this. Our thanks go to Elizabeth Allen, 

the Guest Editor, and to the editorial team, for continuing to produce a journal of high 

quality research and discussion. This year’s issue is bigger than usual, and stands 

testimony to the growing interest colleagues – and publishers – are taking in the 

Society’s work. Thanks too to the production team, including our excellent copy-

editor Pat Fitzgerald, our printers, Russell Press, and our distributors, Spokesman 

Books. 

 

As always, we are pleased to welcome new members, and invite readers to join the 

Society or persuade a friend to do so. Details for 2012 membership are on the website. 
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The Raymond Williams Society Annual Lecture and AGM 
 
 

2.30 pm, Saturday, 24 November 2012, in the Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool 

 

 

Tony Crowley, ‘Scouse: A Social and Cultural History’ 

 
Tony Crowley is Hartley Burr Alexander Chair in the Humanities, Scripps, California and 

Honorary Visiting Professor, Institute of Irish Studies, University of Liverpool 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Admission Free to RWS members, and all booked on the Raymond Williams 

Foundation residential weekend (Communications: see 

www.raymondwilliamsfoundation.org.uk)                          

Others: £3 (£2 to students/unwaged), payable at the door 

 

To be followed by a wine reception, sponsored by Liverpool University Press, to mark the 

launch of Scouse 

 

To pre-book a ticket, including the reception, please contact Carl Thompson 

(carl.thompson@ntu.ac.uk). The lecture will be preceded by the Society’s AGM 

(1.15-2.15 pm, RWS members only), which will take place in the same room. Contact 

Carl for further information. 

 

http://www.raymondwilliamsfoundation.org.uk/
mailto:carl.thompson@ntu.ac.uk
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Marxist Humanism in Manchester 
 

 

David Alderson      University of Manchester  

 
 

The second Manchester-Shanghai Forum on Marxist Aesthetics was held in April this year at 

Manchester University, where the theme of the Forum was ‘Marxism and Humanism’. The 

Forum itself is the initiative of Prof Wang Jie, who was fairly recently recently appointed 

Dean of the new Humanities Faculty at Shanghai Jiao Tong University. He has very much 

been the driving force behind a larger collaboration between his Faculty and various 

colleagues in English and American Studies at Manchester, namely Mike Sanders, Robert 

Spencer, and me. 

 

One instance of this collaboration is my appointment as Visiting Professor at SJTU, where I 

spent two months in 2011 teaching a postgraduate course on British Marxist Literary and 

Culture Theory. The idea for the course was Prof Wang’s and indicates his desire to open  up 

debate in China about Western Marxism in particular, while thinking through its concerns in 

relationship to Chinese traditions and conditions. The course on British Marxism included 

work by Perry Anderson, Michèle Barrett, Terry Eagleton, Stuart Hall, David Harvey, Terry 

Lovell, Alan Sinfield, and, of course, substantial amounts of Raymond Williams. We also had 

one remarkable seminar I shall never forget, focused on Ken Loach’s film, Kes. Students were 

astonished to see poverty such as the film depicts in Britain, shocked by the cruelty of the 

schoolteachers, and made comparisons between mining as an industry in Britain and in China. 

 

The first Forum in the collaboration took place in 2011 in Shanghai, where the focus was on 

British and Chinese Modernities. One of the very welcome innovations of that event, which 

we continued in Manchester, was the introduction of two days of seminar discussion which 

allowed us to focus on a range of texts that included Mao’s Lecture on Literature to the Jenan 

Forum, Raymond Williams’ The Country and the City, and Jiang Rong’s extraordinary novel, 

Wolf Totem, set in the Mongolian grasslands during the Cultural Revolution. Formal papers 

were given by scholars from across China, as well as a number of contributions from visitors 

from Duke, St Petersburg, Queensland, and, of course, Manchester. 

 

This year, Manchester hosted 15 colleagues from China, as well as academics and 

postgraduate students from across the UK. Discussion focused on Marx’s Economic and 

Philosophical Manuscripts (introduced by Wang Jie, SJTU), William Morris’ essay ‘Life and 

Beauty’ (Tony Pinkney, Lancaster), Marcuse’s The Aesthetic Dimension (Malcolm Miles, 

Plymouth), and Jacques Rancière’s Dissensus (Mike Sanders, Manchester). Discussion on the 

final day – held at the Working Class Library in Salford – though nominally on Marx, 

appropriately turned to general questions of economic development, revolution, violence and 

hegemony! As always the sense of historical and cultural differences between the West and 

Chinese contexts made for fascinating exchanges. Some patience is necessary to overcome 

language barriers, but this is more than repaid by the experience of often having deep-seated 

assumptions challenged (as I also found in my seminars in Shanghai). (And here another word 

of thanks to Ma Haili who took on much of the translation). 
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We also enjoyed two excellent plenary papers: Janet Wolff’s (Manchester) timely 

sociological critique of the category of ‘affect’ in art criticism, drawing on her own history of 

involvement in debates between art history and sociology; and Kevin Anderson’s (California, 

Santa Barbara) discussion of the continuing importance of the Marxist humanist tradition to a 

contemporary world that has witnessed both political revolutions in the form of the Arab 

Spring, and intensified anti-capitalist sentiment taking shape in the Occupy movement. 

 

As with last year’s Forum, all papers are to be translated into Chinese and published in the 

journal Wang Jie edits, Research on Marxist Aesthetics. 

 

The tendency in China is to organise things rather later in the day than is usual over here, so I 

have to report that next year’s Forum in Shanghai is still rather tentatively titled ‘Marxism 

and the Future’, and organisation is just getting under way. Nonetheless, the hope is that this 

will enjoy the widest participation yet (as, indeed, it should do with a title like that). If anyone 

would like further information about this, or any other aspect of the collaboration, I’d be 

happy to hear from them. We are keen to make these events as inclusive as possible, and next 

year’s Forum will also be organised in collaboration with colleagues at Nottingham 

University’s Ningbo campus. 
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The Raymond Williams Foundation (RWF) 
 

Derek Tatton, RWF Administrator and Chair of RWS Executive Committee, reports 

on recent developments. 

 

Following two small-scale seminars at Wortley Hall in the autumn of 2011, the re-

located annual RW weekend also ran in May this year at the same venue but mid-

week. The theme was The Long and the Short of Revolution, based on Anthony 

Barnett’s lecture at last year’s RW Society AGM in Oxford. The value and the gains 

from this are evident in the reports, which can still be read on our web-site:  

www.raymondwilliamsfoundation.org.uk. 

 

To build on these strengths – which have been aided by grant from a sister charity,  

Westham House Fund - the Adelphi Hotel in Liverpool has been booked for the 

weekend 23-25 November 2012, in partnership with the RWS, which will hold its 

AGM and annual lecture on the Saturday (full details elsewhere in this Newsletter). 

 

Almost two months in advance, sixty have booked for this weekend - a larger number 

than at any RW residential event over the last 24 years!  A crucial factor is the 

growing informal network (including pub/café and bar discussion circles) informed by 

web and e-mail. The closure in April this year of RWF’s main residential base at the 

Wedgwood Memorial College, Barlaston has not obviously impacted negatively on 

the expansion of work at other residential centres. 

 

RWF continues to support the campaign to re-open the College at Barlaston.  

Meanwhile, the campaign group (which includes former College partners (WEA, 

RWF, Esperanto Association of Britain and the Arnold Bennett Society) has formed a 

Community Benefit Society (a co-operative) with the name,  Wedgwood Memorial 

College Ltd. The aim is to run a ‘virtual college’, promoting and supporting day and 

residential events, as above, through a new web-site and data-base of partner-

participants. Details will be available within the next few months on our RWF web-

site. The Foundation, at its AGM earlier this year, appointed an Assistant 

Administrator – Kaz Carlin - to help with these positive developments. 

 

 

Full details of RWF activities can be found on our web-site:  

www.raymondwilliamsfoundation.org.uk  
 

http://www.raymondwilliamsfoundation.org.uk/
http://www.raymondwilliamsfoundation.org.uk/
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Raymond Williams Society Postgraduate Essay Competition (2012) 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

This year’s winner, from a very strong field, was Chris Witter (Lancaster University), 

with his essay on 'Grace Paley and the Tenement Pastoral'.  He will be awarded the 

£100 prize and one year's subscription to the Society, and his essay will be published 

in article form in a future issue of Key Words, subject to satisfactory external review. 

 

Grace Paley and the Tenement Pastoral – Abstract by Chris Witter 

 

My broad argument in this essay is that, in order to understand the significance and 

resonance of Grace Paley’s short fiction, it is necessary to locate her textual practices 

within the social and cultural formations of the 1960s. But, in order to produce an 

adequate understanding of these formations we must locate them, in turn, within the 

broader historical development of American capitalist society in the twentieth 

century. Only in this way will we develop an understanding of Paley’s writing as an 

active and constitutive practice within ‘the whole material social process’ of 

production, as Raymond Williams put it. That is to say, only then will we understand 

the ways in which Paley’s textual practice engaged with the shifting terrain of 

America at a crucial moment of historical transformation, which can be broadly 

characterised in terms of a shift from Fordism to post-Fordism, and from modernism 

to postmodernism.  

 

My contention here is that to do so we must examine Paley’s emergence from a 

specific conjuncture, which Michael Denning has called ‘the age of the CIO Popular 

Front.’ This was the moment, in the early 1930s, when a strong working-class 

movement emerged, whose basis was the new CIO unions, and which was rooted in 

the ethnic neighbourhoods of America’s northern modern metropolises. This 

movement was able, until the late 1940s, to exert a strong economic, political and 

cultural influence on American life, creating new ways of thinking, being, and 

belonging, as well as new cultural forms and narratives. The most important of these 

with regards to Paley is what Denning calls the ‘ghetto or tenement pastoral,’ which 

constitutes an alternative working-class literary tradition – a ‘subaltern modernism’ – 

from which I see Paley’s work emerging and diverging. For my argument is that 



 8 

Paley renegotiates this form in the late 1950s in a way that anticipates and – to some 

extent – inaugurates the counter-cultural new left and feminist preoccupation with a 

critique of everyday life. As such, Paley’s work constitutes a bridge between the ‘old’ 

and the ‘new’ left, and helps us to understand the emergence of the counter-culture 

and the reasons why it took the forms it did. 

 

This is part of a broader PhD project on American short fiction in the 1960s which 

attempts to historicise and politicise experimental textual practices by locating them 

within the social formations in which they were produced in an attempt to understand 

the complex, changing relations between culture and society. 

 

 

 

Note by RWS: The judges agreed that, given the strength of this year’s field, two 

runners-up prizes should be awarded, to Michael Malay (University of Bristol), for his 

essay on ‘Raymond Williams and Eco-Criticism’, and Elinor Taylor (University of 

Salford), for ‘The Politics of Memory in John Sommerfield’s May Day’. Each will 

receive a cheque for £25 and a year’s free subscription to the Society, and they have 

been invited to revise their essays for possible publication in a future issue of the 

journal, subject to external review. 
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Key Words 10 
 

Key Words: A Journal of Cultural Materialism is published annually by the Society, 

and distributed by Spokesman Books (www.spokesmanbooks.com). Key Words 10 is 

now available. Copies have been posted out to members, and non-members can buy 

copies from Spokesman Books for £15 + p&p.  

 

 

After the Long Revolution 
 

Edited by Catherine Clay and others.   Guest Editor Elizabeth Allen. 

  

The new edition of Key Words marks the fiftieth anniversary of Raymond 

Williams’s The Long Revolution with a number of essays which specifically 

reflect upon that landmark text and the nature of its continuing relevance. 

 

 

Contents 
 

Editors’ Preface 
 

Rereading The Long Revolution: Permanent Education versus the Exclusionary 

Consensus 

John Higgins 
 

Raymond Williams in the Sixties: History, Communication and Conflict  

Roberto del Valle 
 

Raymond Williams on Culture and Society – Jim McGuigan 
 

The Traitor in the House – Elizabeth Allen 
 

The British Reception of Early Soviet Fiction 1917-1934 – Ian Gasse 
 

‘Why, Comrade?’: Raymond Williams, Orwell and Structure of Feeling in  

Boys’ Story Papers - Simon Machin 
 

‘The Army of the Unemployed’: Walter Greenwood’s Wartime Novel and the  

Reconstruction of Britain – Chris Hopkins 
 

Will Self and the Academics: or, How to Write Satire – Alan Munton 
 
 

Recoveries 

 

Keywords 

 

Reviews Section 

 

https://owa.bham.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=21cb11737bde436f961cc08c442f643b&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.spokesmanbooks.com%2f
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The following titles, reviewed in this issue, can be purchased from Spokesman Books:  

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.spokesmanbooks.com/acatalog/Raymond_Williams.html#588 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
http://www.spokesmanbooks.com/acatalog/NottinghamDerbyshire_titles.html#554 

 
 
 

https://owa.bham.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=21cb11737bde436f961cc08c442f643b&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.spokesmanbooks.com%2facatalog%2fRaymond_Williams.html%23588
https://owa.bham.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=21cb11737bde436f961cc08c442f643b&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.spokesmanbooks.com%2facatalog%2fNottinghamDerbyshire_titles.html%23554
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Key Words 11 

 

Media Technology and Cultural Form 

 

(In progress, for publication in October 2013) 

 

Media Technology and Cultural Form: Guest Editor's Introduction 

Kate Lacey, Senior Lecturer in Media and Cultural Studies, University of Sussex 
 

Communications Policy and Social Change: Raymond Williams, The Left and 

Thinking about the Media 

Tom O'Malley, Professor in the Dept. of Theatre, Film and Television at the 

University of Aberystwyth 
 

Mobile Privatisation and the Neoliberal Self 

Jim McGuigan, Professor of Cultural Analysis, University of Loughborough 

 

"An ugly phrase for an unprecedented condition": Mobile Privatization, 1974-1983 

Stephen Groening, Assistant Professor, Film and Media Studies, George Mason 

University 
 

The Continuity of 'Continuity': Flow and the Changing Experience of Watching 

Broadcast Television 

Cathy Johnson, Lecturer in Culture, Film and Media at the University of 

Nottingham 

 

TV Times: Archive, Mood, Media 

Ben Highmore, Professor of Cultural Studies, School of Media, Film and Music, 

University of Sussex 
 

Media and Environmentalism: A Cultural Materialist Approach 

Toby Miller, Professor of Cultural Industries, Centre for Cultural Policy and 

Management, City University, London and Richard Maxwell, Professor of 

Media Studies, Queens College, City University of New York 
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RWS: Officers and Committee Members (2011-12) 

 

Honorary President: Merryn Williams 

Chair: Derek Tatton (Raymond Williams Foundation) 

Secretary: Carl Thompson (Nottingham Trent University) 

Treasurer: Jennifer Birkett (University of Birmingham) 

 Executive Committee: Elizabeth Allen (Regent's College, London), Dave Laing 

(University of Liverpool), Stan Smith (Nottingham Trent University), Kristin Ewins 

(University of Salford) 

US Representative: John Connor (Colgate University)  

Editorial Committee (Key Words): Catherine Clay (Nottingham Trent University), 

Kristin Ewins (University of Salford), Angela Kershaw (University of 

Birmingham), Simon Dentith (University of Reading), Stan Smith (Nottingham Trent 

University), Vicki Whittaker, Ben Harker (University of Salford). 

Editorial Advisory Board (Key Words): John Brannigan (University College 

Dublin), Peter Brooker (University of Sussex), Terry Eagleton (National University of 

Ireland Galway and Lancaster University), John Higgins (University of Cape Town), 

Andreas Huyssen (Columbia University, New York), John Lucas (Nottingham Trent 

University and Loughborough University), Peter Marks (University of Sydney), Jim 

McGuigan (Loughborough University), Andrew Milner (Monash University), 

Meaghan Morris (Lingnan University), Morag Shiach (Queen Mary, University of 

London), Dai Smith (Swansea University), Nick Stevenson (University of 

Nottingham), John Storey (University of Sunderland), Will Straw (McGill 

University), Jenny Bourne Taylor (University of Sussex), Jeff Wallace (Anglia 

Ruskin University), Imelda Whelehan (De Montfort University). 

Contributions for prospective inclusion in Key Words should be sent to Dr 

Catherine Clay, School of Arts and Humanities, Nottingham Trent University, Clifton 

Campus, Nottingham NG11 8NS, United Kingdom. Books and other items for 

review should be sent to Professor Stan Smith, 48 Imperial Road, Beeston, Notts, 

NG9 1FN. 

RWS Website: Consultant Emma Tyler (University of Birmingham). Members who 

have items for inclusion on the Events page, or new publications which they would 

like to see included on the Members’ Publications page (cover picture and publication 

details), please send your material to Jennifer Birkett (j,birkett@bham.ac.uk). 

Key Words is printed by the Russell Press, Nottingham, and distributed by Spokesman 

Books, Nottingham. 

mailto:catherine.clay@ntu.ac.uk
mailto:catherine.clay@ntu.ac.uk
mailto:stanwsmith1@gmail.com
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Members’ News 
 

 

Alan Munton (University of Exeter) is working on the Raymond Williams entry on 

the Wikipedia site, and changes are in progress, including the addition of a link to the 

Raymond Williams Society.  

 

Deborah Philips is organizing a conference on Raymond Williams and John Logie 

Baird to be held at the University of Brighton in Hastings Wednesday 10 and 

Thursday 11 April 2013. A Call for Papers will be going round shortly. The RWS is 

providing a sponsorship contribution. 

 

Yuzo Yamada (Osaka) reports that the Raymond Williams Kenkyu-kai (The Society 

for Raymond Williams Studies in Japan) and Genbaku Bungaku Kenkyu-kai (The 

Society of A-bomb Literature) will be hosting a one-day symposium in the Osaka 

campus of Kansei Gakuin University on 31 August, 2012.  The problems of the 

current (post March Eleventh) anti-nuke movement and its relationship with Japanese 

culture and society will be featured in this symposium. 

 

Tony Simpson reports that Spokesman Books have plans for a reissue of Culture and 

Society: we will circulate news of further developments. 
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Eric Hobsbawm (1917- 2012) 

 

Eric Hobsbawm, speaking at the launch of Dai Smith’s biography of Raymond 

Williams (Parthian Books), organized by the RWS, at Birkbeck College, April 2009. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Members will have been sorry to hear of the death of the leading Marxist historian 

and intellectual, Eric Hobsbawm, on 1 October 2012. The many obituaries which 

have appeared have emphasised his enduring commitment to the values of a 

generation which, we trust, the Raymond Williams Society and the Raymond 

Williams Foundation continue to uphold.  

 

 

 

‘[F]or all Eric's commitment to Marxist philosophy, he rarely allowed an unthinking 

determinism to shape his own historical writing. […] In the twentieth century, he 

charted the clash of ideologies as only someone who had witnessed the struggle 

between Fascism and Communism first hand on the streets of Berlin could.  

 

And while he gave voice to social classes and marginalised groups often under-

represented by the traditional writing of history, he also used the colour and characters 

of the past to craft histories for a broad, public readership.’ (Tristram Hunt, ‘Eric 

Hobsbawm: he loved a battle of ideas’, The Telegraph, Thursday 11 October 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/books/9581249/Eric-Hobsbawm-he-loved-a-

battle-of-ideas.html) 
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‘Eric Hobsbawm was one of the UK's leading historians and one of the most 

significant intellectuals of the past half century. His life and works were shaped by his 

emotional commitment to radical socialism.’ (BBC News UK, 1 October 2012 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-13980324) 

 

 

 

 ‘Historian in the Marxist tradition with a global reach’ (Martin Kettle and Dorothy 

Wedderburn, The Guardian, Monday 1 October 2012  

http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2012/oct/01/eric-hobsbawm) 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-13980324
http://www.guardian.co.uk/profile/martinkettle
http://www.guardian.co.uk/profile/dorothy-wedderburn
http://www.guardian.co.uk/profile/dorothy-wedderburn
http://www.guardian.co.uk/theguardian
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2012/oct/01/eric-hobsbawm

